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Canadian 
delegation leaves 
for Ukraine 


House debates recovery plans 


By Marco Levytsky 

An eight member Canadian dele- 
gation headed by Foreign Minister 
John Baird has left for Ukraine 
where they will meet with mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian transitional 
government and civil society. 

“Canada fully supports the 
Uksainian people as they move 
towards elections to establish a 
peaceful government that respects 
their democratic rights. Canada is 
pleased to be sending a delegation 
to Kyiv to help support this historic 
transition which comes at a critical 
time in Ukraine’s evolution. It is a 
testament to the warm and enduring 
relations that both countries enjoy,” 
said Prime Minister Stephen Harp- 
er in announcing the visit, Feb. 25. 

The delegation includes one 
Conservative Senator, Raynell 
Andreychuk (Saskatchewan); two 
Conservative MPs — Ted Opitz 
(Etobicoke-Centre) and James 
Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake); and four 
representative of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community — Paul Grod 
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(National President, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress); Taras Zalusky 
(Executive Director, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress); Victor Het- 
manezuk (President and CEO, 
Canada-Ukraine Foundation); and 
Krystina Waler (Board Member, 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional 
and Business Association). 

The government has come under 
fire for not including any oppos- 
ition members. 

Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau told 
reporters Feb. 26 that his request to 
have a Liberal representative includ- 
ed in the delegation was denied. 

“We actually asked, as I’m sure 
the NDP did, to send along some- 
one as well to demonstrate that 
this is not a partisan issue for Can- 
adians, that we are united in our 
desire to help restore stability and 
democracy in Ukraine,’ Trudeau 
said. “I worry that the partisan ap- 
proach that this government has 
taken on this particular mission 
might highlight that it is about do- 
mestic politics,” he said as quoted 
by Postmedia reporter Andrea Hill. 

“The Conservative government 
has gone to great lengths to court 
the vote of 1.2 million Ukrainian- 
Canadians and, in 2011, won a 
handful of swing ridings with large 
Ukrainian populations including 
Etobicoke Centre in Toronto and 
Elmwood-Transcona in Winni- 
peg,” added Hill in her report. 

Feb. 27 the House of Commons 
held a special debate on Ukraine 
during which several proposals were 
made as to how to help the transi- 
tional government which has in- 
herited a massive financial disaster 
from the deposed President Viktor 
Yanukovych and the former govern- 
ment headed by Nikolai Azarov. 

Héléene Laverdiére (NDP mem- 
ber for Laurier—Sainte-Marie) 
urged the government to impose 
sanctions on Ukraine’s oligarchs. 

“We know that Canada sus- 
pended sanctions and that it has not 
taken steps to freeze any assets that 
the Ukrainian officials who partici- 
pated in this repression might have 
in Canada. 

“However, with all the corrup- 
tion that occurred, we know that the 
highest authorities in the Ukrain- 
ian regime, who just disappeared, 
pocketed billions of dollars belong- 
ing to the Ukrainian people. If all 
countries would agree to freeze those 
assets, that money could eventually 
be returned to Ukraine,” she said. 
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Maidan self-defense activists flash the victory sign atop a truck in central Kyiv 


New government 
faces financial crisis 


Yanukovych flees to Russia 


Compiled by Marco Levytsky 
from reports by RFE/RL 

Arseniy Yatsenyuk, one of the leaders of the anti- 
Yanukovych movement, was confirmed by parlia- 
ment as prime minister of a new government led by 
the former opposition, Feb. 27 — the day this issue of 
Ukrainian News went to press. 

That same day deposed former President Viktor 
Yanukovych was reported to be in Russia. He had 
gone into hiding Feb. 22 when Ukraine’s parliament 
voted to impeach him. An arrest warrant has been 
issued for him on charges of mass murder. His country 
estate of Mezhyhiria was seized by protestors on Feb. 
22 and opened for the public to see. It has since been 
nationalized by the new government. 

Oleksandr ТигсПупоу, an ally of former Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko, who has been released from 
jail, was voted in as interim president on Feb. 23 by 
the parliament which has also called for new presiden- 
tial elections to be held on May 25. 


‘A riot police officer shoots during clashes with protesters outside Ukraine’s parliament, Feb. 18 


This came after three days of violence, Feb. 18-20, 
during which Berkut riot police used live ammuni- 
tion against protestors. An estimated 100 people were 
killed and hundreds injured. 

Yatsenyuk said it was unknown how loans worth 
$37 billion had been used during Yanukoyvych’s term, 
and that $70 billion was transferred from Ukraine’s 
financial system to offshore accounts. 

It was not immediately clear how much of the cap- 
ital flight was due to illegal activity. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has an- 
nounced it is sending a team to Ukraine for urgent 
talks on a possible bailout worth billions of dollars. 

Ukzaine’s new authorities have estimated that more 
than $15 billion in IMF loans may be needed. In re- 
turn, the IMF is expected to require reforms that could 
have a painful impact on the economic conditions of 
ordinary people. 

The IMF’s involvement has come after Russia raised 
doubts about the future of a $15 billion aid package to 
Kyiv that Moscow agreed with Yanukovych’s govern- 

Cont. on P. 5 


(c) Onena Білозерська 
ТА "Поряд з вами" 


ew by Phone 


Ukrainian News accepts 
VISA and Mastercard! 


Call 780-488-3693 


Чи Ви відновили свою передплату? 
Перевірте дату на першій сторінці газети. Ваша передплата 
триватиме тільки до зазначено там терміну. 


Have You Renewed Your Subscription? 
Check the address label. Your subscription lasts only until the date 
given below. 


John O. Public 


<— March 13 - March 26, 2014 


00000 - 00 St. 
Anytown, Prov. Postal Code 


ЦІНИ / PRICES 
ціна включає GST 
У Канаді / In Canada: 
1 рік/уеаг (24 примірники/їззцез) $40.00 Кан/Спа 
2 poxn/years (48 примірників/із5пез) $75.00 Кан/Спа 


У США / In the USA: 
1 pik/year (24 npumipHuKn/issues) $65.00 СШАЛО8 
2 poxn/years (48 mpumipHuxis/issues) $125.00 CLIA/US 


Поза Канадою та США / Outside Canada and the USA: 
1 рік/уеаг (24 примірники/і55пез) $125.00 Кан/Спа 
2 роки/уєаг5 (48 примірників/і55це5) $225.00 Кан/Спа 


Для відновлення передплати, заповніть нижче подану 
форму й надішліть її до: 
То renew subscription, fill out the form below and mail it to: 
Ukrainian News 
PO Box 38006 RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 
Tel.: 780-488-3693; Fax: 780-488-3859 


Усі чеки чи грошові перекази адресуйте на Ukrainian News. 


Please make all cheques, or money orders payable to Ukrainian News. 
Name 
Address 
City 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, February 27 - March 12, 27 лютого - 12 березня, 2014 


Прикордонники не випустили 
Януковича і Захарченка 


(Радіо Свобода) Державна прикордонна служ- 
ба повідомила 22 лютого ввечері, що не дозволила 
вилетіти з міста Донецька за кордон колишньому 
президенту Віктору Януковичу і колишньому в. 0. 
міністра внутрішніх справ Віталієві Захарченку. 

Як повідомив помічник голови Держприкор- 
донслужби Сергій Астахов агентству «Інтерфакс- 
Україна», цього дня з летовища Донецька нама- 
гався вилетіти за кордон чартерний авіарейс без 
належного прикордонного оформлення. За даними 
прикордонників, у ньому був Янукович. 

За словами представника прикордонників, коли 
контролери прибули до літака, їх зустріли озброєні 
люди, які запропонували гроші за виліт без оформ- 
лення. Коли прикордонники відмовилися, до 
літака приїхали броньовані авта, і на одному з них 
Янукович поїхав із аєропорту. 

Ці ж дані Астахов підтвердив по телефону і 
телевізійному «5-му каналу». 

Куди планувався виліт, прикордонникам не 
відомо, бо рейс не оформлювався. 

За даними прикордонної служби, на інших пун- 
ктах пропуску через кордон України Янукович не 
з'являвся. 

Так само Астахов раніше повідомляв, що прикор- 
донники не випустили з Донецька і Захарченка, який 


теж намагався вилетіти за кордон чартерним рейсом, 
але не мав належних документів для цього. 

За інформацією прикордонників, Захарченко 
теж не з'являвся на інших пунктах пропуску через 
державний кордон. 

Верховна Рада 22 лютого ухвалила постанову, 
якою визнала, що Віктор Янукович самоусунув- 
ся від виконання конституційних повноважень 
президента, 1 призначила дострокові вибори го- 
лови держави на 25 травня. За постанову прого- 
лосували 328 депутатів. На такий крок парламент 
пішов по тому, як Янукович виступив в ефірі 
одного з місцевих харківських телеканалів і зая- 
вив, що в Києві відбувається переворот і що він 
не має наміру підписувати закони, ухвалені Вер- 
ховною Радою на виконання угоди між владою і 
опозицією. 

21 лютого Верховна Рада ухвалила постано- 
ву, якою звільнила від виконання обов'язків в. о. 
міністра внутрішніх справ Віталія Захарченка. По- 
станова набула чинності в суботу, одночасно з тим, 
як набула чинності й Конституція в редакції 2004 
року, дію якої відновив парламент своєю постано- 
вою. Президент не підписав ухваленого в четвер 
закону про відновлення Конституції 2004 року, як 
то передбачала його угода з опозицією. 
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У «Межигір'ї» знайшли документи, 
які свідчать про підкупи суддів 


(Радіо Свобода) 23 лютого у резиденції 
Віктора Януковича - «Межигір'я» - представники 
Самооборони Майдану та журналісти знайшли 
документи, які свідчать | про порушення 
законодавства, підкуп суддів, дачі хабарів. 

Про це повідомляє Українська правда. 

Документи були знайдені у воді біля причалу 
водолазами. Частину документів намагалися 
спалити, коли зрозуміли, що вони не встигають 
згоріти, документи просто кинули у воду Дніпра. 

Серед них багато документації пов'язаної з 
фірмою Танталіт, датованої 2006-2010 роком, в якій 
міститься інформація про витрати на будівництво 


«Межигір'я». Тоді директором компанії був Павло 
Литовченко. Завдяки зусиллям самооборонівців, 
документи вдалося підняти з води. Всі вони 
стосувалися діяльності співвласників «Межигір'я» 
фірми Танталіт, яка наразі належить Клюєву та 
благодійному фонду «Відродження України». 

Приміром, є один документ, в якому у графі 
витрат навіть значиться «хабар за тендер» у 
розмірі 32 тисячі 580 гривень. 

22 лютого резиденція «Межигір'я» була відкрита 
для журналістів та інших відвідувачів, після того 
як її покинув Віктор Янукович. Всі об'єкти на її 
території охороняє Самооборона. 


ЄС визнає легітимність нової 
влади в Україні - речник 


Свобода) -У Євросоюзі вважають, 
«ухвалив законне 
призначивши 
голову 


(Радіо 
що український парламент 
і | демократичне рішення», 
виконувачем обов'язків | президента 
парламенту Олександра Турчинова. 

«Ми шануємо процедуру, в результаті якої 
пана Турчинова було уповноважено виконувати 
покладені на нього функції», - заявив офіційний 
представник Єврокомісії Олів'є Баї 24 лютога в 
Брюсселі. 

За його словами, Європейський союз буде 
готовий підписати угоду про асоціацію з новою 
українською владою, сформованою після 
дострокових президентських виборів, призначених 
на 25 травня цього року. 

«Ми вважаємо, що процес перетворень, що 
зараз почався в Україні 1 який веде Україну 
до президентських виборів 25 травня, має 
завершитися. Іяктільки після виборів ми матимемо 
новий сформований уряд, ми будемо готові знову 


обговорювати це питання з українською владою», 
- сказав bai. 

«Це не означає, що для нас нинішня влада не є 
легітимною. Але ми б хотіли, щоб був новий уряд 
після виборів і щоб він з нами це обговорював, щоб 
впевнитись, що це повністю суверенний вибір, 
зроблений з повною підтримкою чіткої більшості 
населення», - додав речник Єврокомісії. 

21 листопада 2013 року Кабінет міністрів 
України ухвалив рішення зупинити процес 
підготовки до укладення угоди про асоціацію з 
ЄС, яку планувалося підписати 29 листопада на 
Вільнюському саміті «Східного партнерства». 

29 листопада президент України Янукович, у 
Вільнюсі не підписав угоду про асоціацію, що 
викликало масові акції протесту по всій країні. 

Верховна Рада 22 лютого усунула Януковича 
з посади президента України і призначила 
позачергові вибори глави держави на 25 травня 
2014 року. 


СБУ працюватиме разом з активістами Майдану 


(Радіо Свобода) -Валентин Наливайченко, 
призначений парламентом уповноваженим по 
контролю за діяльністю Служби безпеки України, 
домовився про спільну роботу з громадськими 
активістами Майдану. Про це повідомляє прес- 
служба УДАРУ. 

Під час зустрічі, яка відбулася сьогодні в 
СБУ, Наливайченко обговорив найближчі дії 
Служби. Він поінформував активістів, що 
зустрівся з представником Меджлісу кримських 


татар Мустафою Джемілєвим, i СБУ вже діє на 
упередження сепаратистських проявів в Криму. 

Також Наливайченко запевнив у тому, що разом з 
активістами буде контролювати, щоб СБУ негайно 
вжило заходів для затримання правопорушників, 
які вбивали людей, організаторів масових вбивств 
і керівників, які віддавали злочинні накази. 

«Біля камери Пукача є вільні місця. | СБУ має 
доставити туди високопосадовців, які винні у 
кровопролитті», - сказав Наливайченко. 
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“We are obviously still very concerned about the 
role of Yanukovych, his allies, his inner circle, about 
his fate, his future and what is next for him,” re- 
sponded Chris Alexander, Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration. “However, we must recognize that he is 
no longer president. He was removed by his own par- 
liament. He is no longer in power and is now facing 
very serious charges from Ukraine itself and from a 
new Ukrainian regime. It is up to that regime to freeze 
his assets and to ensure that he is held accountable for 
his actions. 

“Of course, Canada is prepared to do everything it 
can. We will continue to consult our allies and partners 
about sanctions, but Yanukovych’s assets are primar- 
ily in Ukraine. Ukraine has to ensure that Yanukovych 
is held accountable,” he added. 

Linda Duncan (NDP, Edmonton-Strathcona) urged 
the government to go over to Ukraine with a delega- 
tion of Foreign Affairs and CIDA officials and lead a 
gathering of donor nations to provide the solid addi- 
tional support that Ukraine is definitely going to need, 

“Tt is important for Canada to show leadership. It 
was done in Indonesia when we had too many donors 
competing with each other. Canada showed leadership 
through CIDA. We called a meeting, and continue to 
hold meetings, to coordinate the donors so that every 
dollar is used in an efficient and expeditious way with- 
out the overlap. 

“Canada has an opportunity to show leadership 
here. That is one way that we could contribute to the 
development of the rule of law and democracy in 
Ukraine. 

Newly-elected Liberal MP Chrystia Freeland 
(Toronto-Centre), who is of Ukrainian heritage and 
served as a freelance reporter in Ukraine during the 
1990s said the crisis that began in November has only 
deepened Ukraine’s economic difficulties. 

“If we care about the Maidan, if we believe in those 
values—and surely we all do—we really need to sup- 
port the democratic authorities of Ukraine now. It 
needs to be a multilateral, multi-partisan effort. We 
need to have the IMF and the EU there, and Canada 
needs to be a part of it.” She noted. 

Peter Goldring (Conservative, Edmonton East) 
urged Canada to help Ukraine develop its shale gas 
reserves. 

“The difficulties that Ukraine has been going 
through sourcing its fuel and its gas supplies was men- 
tioned earlier. The challenge was to turn away from 
the sources supplied to Russia to being supplied, or 
helped out, by the European Union. Earlier today, at 
committee meeting, there was a discussion on this 
and it evolved around the knowledge that Ukraine has 
huge resources of shale gas and other gas supplies that 
have not been developed. I felt that Russia holding 
Ukraine up for that trade contract over gas was repul- 
sive. 

“This resource that is in the ground is being num- 
bered into the multi-multi-billions. Does my colleague 
think perhaps that resource could be mortgaged, or 
bridge financed, to give Ukraine the short-term finan- 
cial assistance it needs? This would not be just a gift 
to Ukraine, but an actual investment by some of the 
western countries that know how to put these financial 
packages together. With some $15 billion in resources 
sitting under the feet of Ukrainians, it would do well 
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to have $10 billion of that released by some form of 
mortgaging by international companies that could co- 
operate on it,” he said, addressing fellow Conservative 
Ed Komarnicki (Souris-Moose Mountain). 

“Mr. Chair, there is a lot in there,” replied Komarni- 
cki, who is of Ukrainian origin. 

“However, there is no doubt Ukraine has a lot of 
resources, not only in shale gas but also in very valu- 
able land. It also has the human resources that need 
to be harnessed. Certainly, if it could have the rule of 
law operating as it should and basic economic prin- 
ciples and understanding, I believe there would be 
people who would invest in Ukraine’s future. Indeed, 
as governments around the world invest in Ukraine to 
ensure it can develop, if it can develop, it can be self- 
sustaining. Ukraine has a great opportunity and it has 
the resources to make it happen. 

“While there is trepidation and great difficulty and 
struggle, there is also great hope for Ukraine. The 
western countries must not abandon Ukraine in its 
hour of need. They must be there for Ukraine. That in- 
cludes business, which I think is able to invest might- 
ily,” he added. 

Kevin Lamoureux (Liberal, Winnipeg North) also 
urged the imposition of sanctions as well as sending at 
least 500 election observers to monitor the presidential 
elections called for May 25. 

In announcing the visit the media release issued by 
the Prime Minister’s Office noted the initiatives the 
government of Canada has taken since the crisis began 
on November 21. These include: 

- On December 11, 2013, Prime Minister Harper 
issued a statement condemning Ukrainian authorities’ 
use of riot police against peaceful protests in Kyiv’s 
Maidan Square and urging the government to respect 
and protect the rights of its citizens. 

» On February 14 and 18, 2014, Minister Baird an- 
nounced Canadian assistance to provide medical care 
and supplies for Ukrainian activists. 

¢ On February 15, Minister Baird welcomed the re- 
lease of detained opposition, and on February 18, he 
called on all sides to show restraint and to cease all 
acts of violence immediately. 

¢ On February 20, 2014, Prime Minister Harper ап- 
nounced that Canada had imposed an expanded travel 
ban preventing senior members of the Ukrainian Goy- 
ernment and other individuals, who bear political re- 
sponsibility for the violence, from travelling to Can- 
ada. 

¢ On February 21, 2014, Minister Baird welcomed 
the agreement between the Ukrainian Government and 
opposition leaders, including the Maidan council, to 
bring an end to months of repression and violence and 
hold early presidential elections. 

- On February 22, 2014, Minister Baird issued a 
statement welcoming political change in Ukraine, in- 
cluding an agreement to cease violence, institute con- 
stitutional change, provide full amnesty for protesters, 
and move towards a coalition government and early 
elections. He also welcomed the release of former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

¢ On February 24, 2014, Minister Baird issued а 
statement welcoming the confirmation of Oleksander 
Turchynoy as Ukraine’s acting President. 

“The Government of Canada continues to stand 
with the Ukrainian people in their fight for a free and 
democratic country,” stated the release. 


Canada may have the right to prosecute 
Yanukovych, UNF President says 


(UkrNews)—Canada may have the right to pros- 
ecute former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych 
as а war criminal says the National President of the 
Ukrainian National Federation (UNF). 

Thor Bardyn, a lawyer, who is also the founder of the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program under which 
students from Ukraine learn about the Westminster 
system of parliamentary government while serving as 
interns to Canadian Members of Parliament, says this 
falls under the passive nationality jurisdiction, which 
gives Canada jurisdiction over crimes committed 
against Canadian nationals under the Crimes Against 
Humanity and War Crimes Act (CAHWCA), passed 
on June 29, 2000. 

“We know that there was a systematic sniper fire 
directed against the protesters we also know that the 
assassination squads used a very systematic approach. 
They always beat people on the head there are almost no 
injuries to the legs or the body. In other words someone 
instructed them to beat every protester on the head, to 
kill to maim, or to badly injure since that’s the most vul- 
nerable part of your body,” Bardyn told Ukrainian News 
during a meeting with the Edmonton branch of the UNF 


at their hall in Edmonton, February 22. 

However, we do not know whether there were any 
Canadians who were killed or maimed during the vio- 
lence that was perpetrated prior to the fall of Yanuko- 
vych, therefore an all-party committee should be formed 
which could go on a fact-finding mission to Ukraine to 
determine whether this was the case, he added. 

This committee could be headed by a prominent 
diplomat or former politician and should travel as 
quickly as possible to Ukraine, call upon the govern- 
ment of Ukraine to give them physical protection and 
let them investigate the hospitals and field hospitals 
and lets investigate how many people were killed or 
maimed, who gave the orders what were the orders, 
said Bardyn. 

This delegation should then prepare a report and 
submit it to parliament. 

“Tf there are grounds, based on their report, to invoke 
the act, the government of Canada should then invoke 
the (Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes) Act. 
But you can’t start without first investigating this thing 
and І think we have the resources to investigate and I 
think we have the moral right to investigate,” he noted. 


and Reception Cate 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 

When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 


» Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 


 Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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Fundraising Rally 


Edmonton Ukrainian community meets to support 
Ukraine’s new government of the people 


Fundraising for Maidan continues until May 25 
Presidential Election 


Alberta 
Commemorates 
The Heroes Of 
The Maidan 


Sponsored by 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Alberta Provincial Council 
and Edmonton Branch 


Wednesday, 12 March, 2014 
at 7:00 pm to 9:30pm 


St. John’s Cultural Centre 
10611 -110 Avenue, Edmonton 


« Honoring the Heroes of the Maidan 

¢ Performers, speakers, displays 

* Organizations and individuals voice pledges 
and gifts to the Maidan fundraising goal 

- Video presentations from Ukraine 

- Activities for youth and seniors 


Free Entrance - Everyone Welcome 
To volunteer call UCC at 780. 414 1624. 
To make donations write to uccab@shaw.ca 


Точка зору 


Люди знають 
прізвище 
головного вбивці 
- це Янукович 


Валерій Лебедівський, Радіо Свобода, 21.02.2014 

Після подій 20 лютого доконаним фактом стала 
відсутність легітимної влади в Україні - її легітимність 
розстріляна чергами з автоматів по мирних громадянах. 

Проте і опозиція відстала від ситуації на кілометри 
спалених вулиць, сотні вбитих і поранених громадян. 
Адже ті можливі компроміси і перемови, про які вони 
говорять сьогодні, були актуальними лише до цих 
смертей. 

Схоже, усі політики не помітили, що народ повстав! 
Сьогодні будь-які переговори зі злочинцями від влади 
в очах людей виглядатимуть як зрада! Той, хто ще не 
розуміє цього сьогодні, - завтра пошкодує сто разів! 

Раджу кожному, хто зараз впливає на рішення, 
уважно перечитати прізвища та місця проживання 
убитих владою громадян: там є жертви з усіх куточків 
України. У цей час їхні труни прибувають додому... Чи 
вам забракло розуму уявити, що відбувається з їхніми 
рідними, знайомими, людьми, що жили поряд із ними? 
Їхній гнів уже не спинити постановами і змінами до 
Конституції! Цей гнів множиться 1 множиться! Зараз не 
до ком, процедур і крапок! 

Люди шознають прізвище головного вбивці: це 
президент Віктор Янукович! I кожен новий день 
його перебування на посаді множить безпощадний 
народний гнів! Дочасні вибори у грудні за участі самого 
Януковича - це динаміт, який ви свідомо підкладаєте 
під наше суспільство. Звертаюся до опозиції: ви хочете 
наглумитися над мільйонами, дозволивши вбивці вітати 
людей із Великоднем, стояти під нашим прапором, 
який з його наказу рвали палили 1 топтали, стріляючи у 
наших беззбройних прапороносців, кривлятися на День 
Незалежності під наш Гімн, який був останньою зброєю 
оборони мирним протестувальникам у ту страшну ніч 
18-19 лютого? Люди співали, вмираючи, i вмираючи 
цілували прапор! Ці події зі свідомості людей не витерти, 
не змити, і вони соромом випечуть очі кожному з вас! 

Зараз усі процедури пишуться на вулиці! I якщо 
політики не бажають стати самовбивцями,- до цих 
процедур вулиці мають прислухатися негайно. 

Не зібравшись на засідання 18 лютого, де-факто 
парламент зробив собі харакірі. Так не треба займатися 
ще й саморозчленуванням посмертно! Ще є трохи часу, 
аби зробити кілька кроків, які бодай трохи втихомирять 
народний гнів. 

По-перше, негайно змінити голову Верховної Ради - 
під це голосів стане. 

По-друге, негайно змінити генерального прокурора, 
підібравши таку кандидатуру, якій стане сили волі 
порушити кримінальні справи проти усіх без винятку 
високопосадовців, починаючи із побиття студентів 
i закінчуючи сьогоденням. Міра їхнього злочину 
настільки велика, що вони одразу будуть не лише 
відсторонені з посад, а й опиняться за гратами! Це 
позбавить Януковича озвірілої кліки бандитів, здатних 
на все. І водночас багатьом з Партії регіонів через страх 
за себе «відкриє очі». 

По-третє - це наслідок двох перших кроків: після таких 
дій у парламенті швидко знайдеться 300 голосів, які 
проголосують за негайне усунення від влади Януковича 
- інстинкт самозбереження найсильніший з інстинктів у 
можновладців. 

Якщо ж ці кроки не буде зроблено сьогодні-завтра, 
то післязавтра усі політичні інститути та інструменти 
люди перетворять на сміттєзвалище - невже ці три 
місяці нікого не навчили навіть елементарному аналізу. 
Уже сьогодні на Майдані є діючі офіцери! Із кожною 
годиною їх число зростатиме, а їхні звання вищатимуть! 
І зволікання політиків та кулуарні домовленості про 
поправки та ефемерні вибори у грудні призведуть до 
того, що люди закличуть офіцерів - і ті виконають свою 
присягу перед народом України: самі заарештують 
злочинців без усяких процедур! 

Закликати до відповідальності чи совісті політиків 
після всього, що сталося, сенсу ніякого! Тому закликаю 
бодай до інстинкту самозбереження - реальні кроки 
робити треба негайно! У народу лише одна, справедлива 
вимога - відсторонити і покарати вбивць! 

Валерій Лебедівський --голова Асоціації демократичного 
розвитку і самоврядування України 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, 


February 27 - March 12, 27 лютого - 12 березня, 2014 


Майдан об'єднав людей 
різних національностей 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

В Україні процес демократичного волевиявлення 
підмінюється так званою «вуличною демократією» 
націоналістів, екстремістів, антисемітів та расистів, 
написав міністр закордонних справ Росії Сергій Лав- 
ров у своїй статті для газети «Комерсант». Тим часом, 
згідно з соціологічними опитуваннями, на Майдані 
його нинішніми мешканцями є як україномовні, так i 
російськомовні громадяни України, які представляють 
захід (до 55 відсотків), Київ (12 відсотків), центр (до 24 
відсотків), схід 1 південь (понад 20 відсотків). Ці дані на- 
водять експерти фонду «Демократичні ініціативи імені 
Ілька Кучеріва» і Київського міжнародного інституту 
соціології. 

Водночас, вони відзначають, що Майдан перетворив- 
ся на міжнаціональну, навіть міжнародну інституцію, 
i заперечують заяви окремих українських і російських 
політиків щодо високого рівня антисемітизму i 
ксенофобії на Майдані, І серед тих, хто у ці дні мешкає 
на Майдані, не лише українці за національністю і не 
тільки громадяни України. 

Серед перших, хто приїхав на допомогу київському 
Майдану, були цілком успішні громадяни Росії. Один із 
них - Олександр Денисов, підприємець 35 років, меш- 
канець міста Дубна (Московська область). Дізнавшись 
про події у Києві після відмови владою України від 
євроінтеграційного курсу, Денисов вирішив підтримати 
українців. 

«Я запланував поїздку до Києва ще 28 листопада, 
але через несправності в машині приїхав вночі 2 груд- 
ня. Спершу я хотів просто висловити солідарність 
українцям, які вийшли боротися проти антиєвропейської, 
кримінальної влади. Але після 30 листопада, коли 
українські внутрішні війська розігнали мирний про- 
тест, я їхав, щоб підставити плече українським братам 
у нерівній боротьбі з жорстокістю і беззаконням», - 
розповів Денисов. 

Одне з найяскравіших вражень Майдану для росіянина 
- зустріч Нового року. За його словами, він був у захваті 
від щирості, доброзичливості українців. Денисов також 
здивувався, що українці на Майдані не просто вітали 
його зі святом, а й переповідали, що не ототожнюють 
путінську політику з усією Росією. 

Один з активістів Майдану привернув мою увагу пра- 
пором Росії у руках. З'ясувала, що це росіянин Святослав 
Алексеєвич, 26-річний юрист 13 Москви. З понеділка до 
п'ятниці він працює у московській адвокатській конторі, 
а на вихідні приїздить до Києва, сам оплачує перельоти 
і побут у столиці України. Часто з ним приїздять друзі, 
щоб на власні очі побачити Майдан і поспілкуватися з 
його учасниками. 

На мої запитання, що привело Алексеєвича на Май- 
дан і чи може він навести приклади ксенофобії, Свя- 
тослав через соціальні мережі відповів: приїздить, щоб 
підтримати «народний бунт» українського народу. 

«Влада в Україні - це влада у Росії, тільки у мініатюрі 
і трохи менш авторитарна: ті самі бандитські олігархічні 
клани, які на штиках чекістів і силовиків встановили за 
собою право безкарно грабувати 1 принижувати населен- 
ня своїх країн», - вважає Алексеєвич. 

Щодо ксенофобії, то, за словами Алексеєвича, ніяких 
проблем ані через російську мову, ні через російське по- 
ходження він не має. На Майдані, окрім самих українців, 
пліч-о-пліч стоять росіяни, білоруси, поляки, люди з 
інших держав, зазначає Алексеєвич. 

Полу 56 років, він американець, ветеран збройних сил. 
Приїхав до Києва близько трьох місяців тому, щоб на 
власні очі побачити, що відбувається у країні, народ якої 
не згоден з відмовою влади від асоціації з ЄС. 

«Моє враження, що люди прокинулись після 
летаргічного сну і вирішили взяти у свої руки долю 
своїх родин і своєї країни. У нас це називають шляхом до 
демократії, але я вважаю, що Майдан ставить головним 
завданням не розвиток демократії, а демонтаж старої 
державної машини i побудову нової моделі управління 
державою з боку народу, - каже Пол. - Мій особистий 
внесок у цей процес - фінансова підтримка медичної 
служби Майдану. Я купив устаткування для одного з 
майданівських шпиталів. Щодо проявів ксенофобії, 
екстремізму, то це, на мою думку, пропаганда, намагання 
очорнити Майдан. А спілкуюсь я англійською, без про- 
блем, на Майдані чимало людей володіють англійською 
мовою». 

42-річний Сергій Висоцький приїхав до Києва з 
Білорусі, він правозахисник, учасник багатьох акцій про- 
тесту у Мінську. На київському Майдані Висоцький - один 
із координаторів білоруських учасників акцій спротиву. 

«Я щиро поважаю своїх співвітчизників, які приїхали 
до Києва і перебувають на Майдані. Особисто я маю 
дещо інше завдання: я допомагаю майданівцям нала- 
годити співпрацю з побратимськими організаціями i 
партіями в інших країнах, шукаю можливості передати 


їм правдиву інформацію про ситуацію в Україні і про 
боротьбу українського народу проти влади. Я переко- 
нався, що люди на Майдані вельми толерантні, справді 
демократичні, вони відстоюють загальнолюдські права, 
а відтак і права громад і різних конфесій», - зазначив 
Висоцький. 

Георгій Д. - грузин, мешканець Сухумі. Йому 37 
років, він будівельник, вдома на нього чекають дружи- 
на i трирічна донька. На думку Георгія, справжній гру- 
зинський патріот повинен у ці дні бодай морально, але 
підтримати український народ, який веде боротьбу про- 
ти імперської політики Росії. 

«Ми 1 свою країну тут захищаємо, зараз треба допо- 
могти Україні, бо ж вирішується доля і України, і Грузії. 
Треба, щоб Україна, український народ переміг. Тут, на 
Майдані, поруч з нами прекрасні люди, я здивований, які 
тут люди толерантні, доброзичливі, хороші тут люди», - 
зазначає Георгій. 

Серед громадян України на Майдані можна по- 
бачити людей різних націй, яких об'єднує відчуття 
приналежності до української політичної нації і які ма- 
ють активну громадянську позицію. Ці люди вважають 
себе відповідальними за долю своєї країни, переконана 
60-річна киянка, волонтер медичної служби Майдану 
Олена Фінберг. 

На запитання Радіо Свобода, чому вона прийшла на 
Майдан, Фінберг відповіла: «Бо ж це моя країна, тут жи- 
вуть мої діти й онуки. Щодо антисемітизму, то з його 
проявами на Майдані я жодного разу не стикалась. Я вже 
комусь зі своїх російських друзів відповідала на питан- 
ня, чи відчуваю себе на Майдані єврейкою. Я їм казала: 
точнісінько так, як відчуваю себе у супермаркеті чи у 
театрі, чи на вулиці, чи будь-де. Але є одна відмінність: 
на Майдані вистачає дурнів - і антисемітів, і русофобів, 
- їх не більше і не менше, ніж у якійсь крамниці чи 
вагоні метро. Але достойних, світлих людей там значно 
більше». 

55-річний Сервер Абібулаєв представляє кримсь- 
котатарський народ. На Майдані про його мужність і 
чесність переповідають легенди, за сміливі вчинки Пер- 
ша львівська сотня Майдану довірила Абібулаєву нести 
свій прапор. 

«На Майдан я приїхав із Бахчисарая, виїхав звідти 13 
грудня і з наступного дня тут. Я тут потрібен, до того 
ж, мені нема куди повертатись: через мою громадсь- 


"ky позицію 1 боротьбу з корупцією у місцевих органах 


влади, я залишився без родини і без місця проживання. 
Та навіть якби і був дім, все одно не поїду, я тут захи- 
щаю свої права і буду до перемоги. Тобто, до того часу, 
доки ми не скинемо цю злодійську владу», - розповів 
Абібулаєв у розмові з Радіо Свобода. 

Він також зазначив, що фактів антисемітизму i 
ксенофобії на Майдані не помітив. Ба більше, на дум- 
ку Абібулаєва, майданівська спільнота може слугувати 
прикладом толерантності. 

34-річний Геннадій, робітник із Маріуполя, росіянин, 
вважає, що тих, хто стоїть на Майдані, не можна ділити 
за національною чи релігійною належністю. Адже усі, 
хто є на Майдані у Києві, інших містах України, це 
люди, які хочуть переформатувати систему державної 
влади, міркує Геннадій. 

«На Майдані я з 3 грудня, тобто, приїхав, коли побачив 
ролик із побиттям студентів міліцією. Точніше, я ролик 2 
грудня лише побачив, i зразу вирішив приїхати. Тепер я з 
Майдану не піду до перемоги, тобто доки не відправимо 
у відставку діючу владу. Щодо нетерпимості до людей, 
які, як я, розмовляють російською, або до людей інших 
релігій - цього на Майдані немає. Ви, мабуть, бачили 
в інтернеті фотографію: якраз біля нашого намету си- 
дить дідусь з табличкою «Я російськомовний патріот 
України». То на Майдані багато українських патріотів — 
російськомовних», - зазначає Геннадій. 

Закарпаття на Майдані представляють етнічні румуни, 
чехи, угорці. 56-річний підприємець Адальберт Савчук 
розповів Радіо Свобода, що в його рідному Тячеві важко 
сказати, хто є хто за національністю, тож просить нази- 
вати його просто - патріотом-українцем. 

«Я вже третій місяць на Майдані, не піду до пере- 
моги. А перемога - це коли ці бандити владні з країни 
не підуть і коли люди почнуть нормально жити. У мене 
трійко дітей, я im хочу майбутнє не таке, як теперішнє 
життя. Бо це не життя, це люди зі владними повнова- 
женнями обкрадають нас. Брешуть, вбивають, ви самі 
бачили по телебаченню i, на жаль, це правда. | ми тут 
усі, на Майдані, будемо стояти за Україну до тих пір, 
доки ці бандити при владі не підуть. Я хочу сказати, що 
на Майдані є різні люди, різних національностей, але ми 
всі цю інакшість поважаємо», - наголошує Савчук. 

3a його словами, на Майдані народилась новаспільнота 
людей - майданівці. Це люди різних національностей, 
різного віросповідання, вони розмовляють різними мо- 
вами, але кожен з них готовий боротись за Україну. 
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New government faces financial crisis 


Cont. from P. 1 
ment in December. 

Speaking to the Verkhovna Rada national 
assembly, Yatsenyuk said Ukraine’s treasury 
“has been robbed and is empty.” 

He warmed that unpopular measures will 
be necessary to stave off economic collapse. 
But he vowed steps to move the country to- 
ward European Union integration. 

Yanukovych’s refusal to sign accords 
on cooperation with the EU in November 
sparked the protest movement that has re- 
sulted in the new government. 

“The key task for the new Ukrainian gov- 
егптепі is European integration. It means a 
visa-free regime for Ukrainian citizens and 
it means an agreement with the European 
Union on political and economic integra- 
tion, agreement on a fully fledged free trade 
zone,” Yatsenyuk said. 

“The future of Ukraine is in Europe and 
Ukraine will become a member of the Euro- 
pean Union.” 

Reacting to the Ukrainian developments, 
the Swiss government said it would ask 
Swiss banks to freeze any funds linked to 
Yanukovych. 

The European Parliament has also called 
for the freezing of assets belonging to 
Yanukovych, who is alleged to have enjoyed 
a luxury lifestyle. 

In a statement, IMF Managing Director 
Christine Lagarde said the IMF team due 
to visit Kyiv will make an assessment of 
Ukraine’s economic situation and launch 
talks on what policy reforms are needed. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said on February 27 Moscow is continuing 
to call for the implementation of the — ap- 
parently now defunct — agreement signed 
Feb. 21 by Yanukovych and former oppos- 
ition leaders. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry noted the 
agreement was signed in the presence of the 
French, German, and Polish foreign minis- 
ters, and was supported by the United States. 

The agreement called for an early presi- 


dential election and the formation of a unity 
government, with Yanukovych remaining as 
president. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry said Moscow 
is ready to cooperate with foreign partners to 
resolve the Ukrainian crisis, but said the rights 
of all Ukrainians must be respected. 

Before the impeachment vote, Yanuko- 
vych said in an interview with a Ukrainian 
TV station that he does not plan to resign, 
and that all decisions taken by parliament are 
illegal. 

Meanwhile, Tymoshenko arrived in Kyiv 
after being released from a prison hospital in 
the eastern city of Kharkiv 

A few hours previously, parliamentary 
lawmakers had voted to release the jailed 
former prime minister. 

Altogether, 322 of the 331 deputies present 
in the 450-seat chamber voted in favor of im- 
peachment and Tymoshenko’s release. Many 
lawmakers from President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych’s Party of Region were not present for 
the vote. 

According to a reporter from RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, who was at the scene 
when Tymoshenko left the hospital, she told 
a crowd of supporters: “Today our whole 
country can see the sun and the sky, because 
today the dictatorship fell. And it was not 
knocked down by politicians or diplomats, 
but by the people.” 

Earlier in the fast-paced day, deputies’ se- 
lected Tymoshenko allies Arsen Avakoy as 
interior minister and Turchynov as parlia- 
ment speaker. 

Former speaker Volodymyr Rybak had re- 
signed his post on the morning of February 
22, citing ill health as his reason for stepping 
down. 

Parliament also passed a no-confidence 
vote in Prosecutor-General Viktor Pshonka. 

It appointed Oleh Mikhitskiy as his suc- 
cessor, as well as Volodymyr Zamana as the 
new defense minister. 

Opposition leader Oleh Tyahnybok, the 
head of the nationalist Svoboda party, told 


Parliament wants Yanukovych, 
others tried at The Hague 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament has 
voted in favor of having ousted President 
Viktor Yanukovych and others brought to 
trial before the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) in The Hague for serious crimes. 

The Verkhovna Rada on February 25 
overwhelmingly backed a resolution saying 
Yanukovych, former Interior Minister Vitaliy 
Zakharchenko, former Prosecutor-General 
Viktor Pshonka, and others’ should be tried 
at the ICC for “crimes against humanity” al- 
legedly committed during the brutal crack- 
down on antigovernment protesters. 

More than 100 people were killed in clash- 
es between antigovernment protesters and 
riot police. 

Yanukovych, who was ousted by parlia- 
ment on February 22, is on the run. Zakhar- 
chenko and Pshonka are also being sought 
by Ukrainian authorities. 

Also, Andriy Klyuyev, a close aide to 
Yanukovych who is also on the run, has re- 
portedly been shot. His spokesman, Artem 
Petrenko, said he was told that Klyuyev, the 
head of Yanukovych’s administration, had 
come under fire by unknown attackers and 
was wounded, but that his life was not in 
danger. Petrenko said he had not spoken to 
Klyuyev himself and did not know where he 
was. 

Yanukovych had left Kyiv before the vote 
and his whereabouts remains unknown. He 
was last reported seen in the pro-Russian 
Crimea. 

The ICC says it needs a request from 
Ukraine’s government giving it jurisdiction 
to investigate Yanukovych and others over 
deaths during the protests. 

Earlier, the Verkhovna Rada put off plans 
to vote on the formation of a national-unity 
government until February 27. 

The vote had been expected on February 


25, but Oleksandr Turchynov, the speaker 
of the assembly and the country’s acting 
president, told the chamber that the vote was 
put off to allow more time for consultations. 

Meanwhile, the Central Election Commis- 
sion issued a timeline ahead of the May 25 
snap presidential election. It said candidates 
had until April 4 to register for the race. 

Vitali Klitschko has confirmed that he will 
tun. “I will be on the ballot for the post of 
president of Ukraine,” Klitschko, the leader 
of the UDAR party, told journalists on Feb- 
гиагу 25. 

Former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
is also seen as a potential candidate. Tym- 
oshenko, who was Yanukovych’s chief polit- 
ical rival, was released from prison on Feb- 
ruary 22 and has announced her intention to 
seek medical treatment for chronic back pain 
in Germany next month. 

In Kyiv, the European Union’s foreign- 
policy chief, Catherine Ashton, called on 
Russia to behave like a good neighbor to- 
ward Ukraine and let it move forward in the 
way it chooses. 

Speaking at a press conference on Febru- 
ary 25, Ashton voiced “strong support” for 
Ukraine’s new leaders. She is the first for- 
eign leader to visit Ukraine since parliament 
ousted Yanukovych on February 22. 

Ashton also urged Ukraine’s new author- 
ities to form an “inclusive” government. She 
said the new government must work out a 
reform program so that the West could con- 
sider financial aid to the country’s battered 
economy. 

She said the EU was considering possible 
short-term and long-term loans to Ukraine, 
but provided no details. She said the EU 
would work with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), but that the IMF would make its 
own assessment of the situation. 


lawmakers on February 22 that it is essential 
to maintain Ukraine’s territorial integrity. 

“We have no right to allow our country 
to split up,” he said. “We are all statesmen 
here and we should understand that there are 
people who are interested in the break-up of 
Ukzaine. Our task is to keep the territorial in- 
tegrity of Ukraine.” 

Meanwhile, officials from the Party of Re- 
gions met in the eastern city of Kharkiv. 

Delegates in Kharkiv expressed doubt at 
the legitimacy of the measures being adopt- 
ed by the parliament, or Verkhovna Rada, in 
Kyiv. 

The Ukrainian Interior Ministry posted a 
Statement on its website saying it is “fully 
with the Ukrainian people” and calling for 


“joint efforts to ensure public order.” 

Antigovernment protesters in Kyiv seized 
the presidential administration office. Dem- 
onstrators also gathered outside Yanuko- 
vych’s presidential residence on the outskirts 
of the capital. 

On February 21, Yanukovych and oppos- 
ition leaders signed an agreement restoring 
the country’s 2004 constitution, calling for a 
government of national unity, and calling for 
an early presidential election before the end 
of the year. 

The 2004 constitution overturned by the 
Constitutional Court in 2010 after Yanuko- 
vych had taken office, removes some powers 
from the presidential office and enhances the 
powers of parliament. 


Turchynov becomes commander in chief 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s acting President 
Oleksandr Turchynov has assumed the dut- 
ies of commander in chief of the country’s 
armed forces. The move was announced ina 
decree published on the presidential website 
on February 26. 

It came shortly after Ukraine’s acting in- 
terior minister, Arsen Avakov, announced he 
has disbanded the country’s Berkut special 
police force. 

The 5,000-strong special police have been 
blamed for violent attacks against demon- 
strators during the three months of antig- 
overnment protests, which resulted in the 
deaths of dozens of protesters. 

Meanwhile, the new authorities are also 
grappling with separatist calls in eastern 
Ukraine, Yanukovych’s former stronghold, 
particularly in Crimea, with its largely ethnic 
Russian population. 

There have been pro-Russian protests in 
Crimea, and the Russian flag has been raised 
on government buildings in the regional cap- 
ital, Simferopol, as well as in the port city of 
Sevastopol, the home of Russia’s Black Sea 
Fleet. 

In Simferopol, opposing groups of protest- 
ers rallied outside the Crimean parliament 
on February 26. Hundreds of pro-Russian 
activists protested against Ukraine’s new 
government. Meanwhile, hundreds of Cri- 
mean Tatars who support the new leadership 


in Kyiv and who oppose calls for Crimea’s 
separation from Ukraine held a rival rally. 

Pro-Russian activists also rallied in the 
eastern city of Kharkiv on February 26, 
where they raised the Russian flag on city 
hall. 

Russia has accused Ukraine’s authorities 
of “infringing” on the rights of ethnic Rus- 
sians, and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
called on the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to “deci- 
sively condemn” the rise of “nationalist and 
neo-fascist” sentiment in western Ukraine. 

Lavrov, who met with OSCE Secretary- 
General Lamberto Zannier in Moscow on 
February 25, said the organization should 
also condemn moves to ban the Russian 
language and to turn the “Russian-speaking 
population into “noncitizens.” 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said the 
same day that Ukraine should not be forced 
to make a choice between Russia and the 
West. 

“This is not a zero-sum game,” he said. “It 
is not a West versus East [situation]. It should 
not be. It is not Russia or the United States 
or other choices. This is about the people of 
Ukraine and Ukrainians making their choice 
about their future.” 

Kerry was speaking after meeting with 
Britain’s Foreign Secretary William Hague 
in Washington. 
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ine “-Local parishioner 


“You can’t beat all you can eat!!!” 
-Local parishioner 
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Pyrohy, Creamy Mushroom Sauce 


Sauerkraut with Sausage, Ham | 
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Salad, Veggies and Pickles 


Dessert, Coffee, Tea and Juice 


$15.00 - Adults 
$6.00 - Children aged 6-10 years 
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Time and Place 


St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church 
9507 Austin O'Brien Road NW 
Edmonton, AB T6B 2g. 
Saturday, March вів 2014 at, 
4:30 to 7:30pm 


For more information 
Call 780-464-6360 
Email wbusko@shaw.ca 


After four months of bitter strug- 
gle and bloodshed, the death of 
over 100, the injuries of hundreds 
more, unspeakable tortures, the 
brutal despot Viktor Yanukovych 
has been deposed and has run off 
to his master in Russia. Oleksandr 
Turchynoy, a close ally of former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, 
who has been freed from jail, is the 
interim president until new elec- 
tions can be held on May 25. Anew 
government headed by another op- 
position leader, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 
has been confirmed by parliament 
and now faces a debilitating finan- 
cial crisis. 

Yatsenyuk said it was unknown 
how loans worth $37 billion had 
been used during Yanukovych’s 
term, and that $70 billion was 
transferred from Ukraine’s finan- 
cial system to offshore accounts. 

Ukzaine needs a massive influx 
of cash — and not just in the form of 
loans — but also foreign aid. Noth- 
ing short of a modern-day Marshall 
Plan will suffice. The Marshall Plan 
(officially the European Recovery 
Program, ERP) was the American 
initiative to aid Europe, in which the 
United States gave economic sup- 


port to help rebuild European econ- 
omies after the end of World War 
II in order to prevent the spread of 
Soviet Communism. It was named 
after Secretary of State George 
Marshall. At that time Soviet dicta- 
tor Joseph Stalin had not only taken 
over those countries of East Central 
Europe his Red Army occupied, but 
was also poised to take control over 
France and Italy through the elector- 
al process. The Marshall Plan how- 
ever bolstered the anti-Communist 
forces in those countries assuring 
their progress as functioning democ- 
racies. 

As the US aid guaranteed Bure! 
pean democracy, so the West must 
now step in to guarantee democ- 
racy in Ukraine. This will not be 
an easy task. Half the country still 
looks towards Russia as its 5ау- 
iour. The new government which 
is stuck with an economy ravaged 
by the utter greed and corruption 
of its predecessor will have to take 
some very unpopular steps. With 
new presidential elections looming 
in May this could even lead to a re- 
surgence of the pro-Russian forces. 
Therefore it is imperative for the 
West to shore up the new govern- 
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Ukraine needs massive aid from the West 


ment in order to show all Ukrain- 
ians the benefits of a European 
choice and a democratic future. 

One important step is to freeze 
the assets of the oligarchs who 
have plundered Ukraine wherever 
those assets are found and use 
that money for Ukraine’s гесоу- 
ery. This is money that was stolen 
from the people of Ukraine by cor- 
rupt leaders and businessmen who 
were either directly involved in, or 
complicit in the mass murder of the 
people of Ukraine and that money 
must be given back to the people of 
Ukraine. 

Then there is the matter of aid. 
This is not the time for Western 
leaders — especially European 
ones who were so ineffective dur- 
ing the crisis which led to Yanuko- 
vych’s ouster — to step up to the 
plate. Just as the United States 
saved them from Russian imperial- 
ism in the 1940’s they must now do 
the same for Ukraine. This is not 
the time to whine about their own 
economies or use that as an excuse 


to limit their assistance. They must 
give until it hurts because Ukrain- 
ians have shed their blood for the 
European cause and now face a ra- 
pacious Russian bear. 

The West must also be very firm 
with Russia making it very clear 
that any Russian interference in 
Ukraine’s internal affairs will have 
very Serious consequences. 

As for Ukraine itself, it is a bit- 
terly divided country. It is import- 
ant to note that Ukraine is a post- 
genocidal society. The eastern and 
southern parts of the country are 
pro-Russian because of genocide 
committed by Moscow. Several 
Holodomors (note the plural) pur- 
ges and war perpetrated by Stalin 
and his cohorts resulted in the 
deaths of millions of Ukrainians. 
Those millions were replaced by 
ethnic Russians and those Ukrain- 
ians who survived were so trauma- 
tized by these horrors that they 
became russified by default. The 
Russian majority in the Crimea 
meanwhile, is the result of the de- 
portation and the mass murders of 
the indigenous Crimean Tatars — 
also perpetrated by Stalin. 

So how does one reverse his- 


tory? Unfortunately one cannot. 
We don’t want to advocate the 
dismemberment of Ukraine, but 
many observers are now coming 
to the conclusion that it may not be 
such a bad thing if, say, Crimea and 
Donbas were to leave. They are, 
after all, the electors who gave us 
Yanukovych and there is always 
the threat that they may yet elect 
another Yanukovych. 

But the best solution is to prove 
to them that their future lies with 
Europe and with a democratic 
Ukraine. It is a challenging task, 
but one that can be accomplished. 
What’s more if the people of 
Ukraine demonstrate that they can 
successfully take power into their 
own hands and create a civilized 
society, then maybe this could 
serve as an example for Russia. 
And the best hope for security in 
Europe and the world would be 
Russia’s transformation from an 
imperialist dictatorship to a civil- 
ized democracy. 

The heroes of Maidan paid for 
their Western orientation with their 
blood. It’s time for the West to re- 
pay them for their sacrifice — with 
its massive aid. 


Goldring honours heroes in House 


(UkrNews)—Edmonton East Member of Parliament Peter Goldring 
honoured the heroes of Euromaidan in an emotional statement in the 
House of Commons on Feb. 24 and strongly condemned the actions of 
former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. 

“The heroes of the Maidan held their ground until sanity returned with 
intervention by the European Union and a vote in Parliament to remove 
the evil tyrant from office,” he stated. Yanukovych, who “disdained dem- 
ocracy and peaceful protest” is “now on the run, hoping to avoid having 
to atone for his murderous crimes.” 

Goldring was also in Ukraine in December to observe the Euromaidan 
protests, which had been taking place daily since November and spoke 
to an audience of 500,000 people that Canada stood with them. 

The full text of Goldring’s statement is as follows: Mr. Speaker, 

Twice in ten years the people of Ukraine have risen en masse against 
political tyranny, interference by the Russian Bear and Soviet-style thug- 
gery. Yanukovych disdained democracy and peaceful protest, employing 
henchmen whose rubber bullets and truncheons, spilled much blood. 

Yanukovych this time murderously outdid his despotic past. His 
trained sniper executioners pinpointed the deaths of unarmed patriots ге- 
sisting efforts to move them from Euromaidan. The heroes of the Maidan 
held their ground until sanity returned with intervention by the European 
Union and a vote in Parliament to remove the evil tyrant from office. 

He is now on the run, hoping to avoid having to atone for his murder- 
ous crimes against the citizens of Ukraine. The families of the dead and 
wounded patriots have the respect and sympathy from people of the free 
nations of the world. Slava Ukrayini! 


amen 
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Ukrainian News predicts impeachment 


Ed. Note: The following letter to the editor of The 
Edmonton Journal was sent February 21 after the EU- 
brokered deal between Yanukovych and the oppos- 
ition was announced and published on February 22 — 
just hours before Parliament impeached Yanukovych. 


Vital steps for Ukraine 

The agreement to end violence in Ukraine is a tem- 
porary truce at best, signed to keep Viktor Yanukovych 
from ordering his troops to kill even more citizens. 

Protesters in Kyiv have made it clear they will not ac- 
cept the agreement as it stands and will not leave the 
Maidan until Yanukovych is gone. But as power switch- 
es from the president to Parliament, there is hope for 
a return to normalcy. This can only happen if a united 
coalition government acts quickly and forcefully. 


These steps must be taken: 

Disarm Yanukovych. All security and military 
forces must be put under parliamentary control and 
out of his hands. 

Begin impeachment proceedings. To impeach the 
president, he must be convicted of treason and other 
crimes. A two-thirds constitutional majority in the 
parliament (300 votes) must support a procedure of 
impeachment for it to begin. 

Begin criminal proceedings against Yanukovych. 

Hold new presidential and parliamentary elections. 

Only then can peace come to Ukraine and it can 
finally move toward becoming a functional democrat- 
ic state. 


Marco Levytsky, editor, Ukrainian News, Edmonton 


Why Ukraine needs Western economic help 


By Charles Recknagel 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s crisis is not just political. 
The country also desperately needs economic support 
and hopes to get it from the West. Here are five things 
to know about what Ukraine needs, and where the 
money might come from. 

U.S. and EU leaders are scrambling to build sup- 
port for economic aid to Ukraine because they worry 
Moscow could stop any further payments from a $15 
billion bailout package it gave the country under now 
ousted President Viktor Yanukovych. 

But how much Ukraine’s new government would 
need is far from agreed upon. 

Ukraine’s acting Finance Minister Yuriy Kolobov 
said on February 24 that the country hopes for some 
$35 billion in the period of 2014 to 2015. 

Top EU officials have stayed away from quoting 
figures. But they, too, are urging the West to think in 
large amounts. Oli Rehn, the EU’s economic commis- 
sioner, said on February 23 that the amount will have 
to be “measured in billions rather than hundreds of 
millions” of dollars. 

Just one measure of Ukraine’s need: about $12 bil- 
lion of Ukraine’s $73 billion of external and domestic 
debt falls due this year. 

The bulk of any new money would come from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other inter- 
national financial institutions, along with possible 
additional loans from the EU and Western states. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jack Lew on February 23 
encouraged Kyiv to start discussions with the IMF as 
soon as possible. He also said Washington was ready 
to “cushion” the blow to ordinary Ukrainians from 
economic reforms necessary to get the IMF loans. 

Similarly, U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer George 
Osborne said Britain was ready to help through IMF 
and EU channels, and other EU heavyweights such as 
Germany and France are expected to do the same. 

But any large-scale IMF and Western aid packages 
will come with conditions, and meeting them may not 
be easy for Kyiv to do. 

The IMF attached tough demands for economic re- 


forms when it discussed a $15 billion loan to Kyiv 
under Yanukovych. The tough reforms — also de- 
manded by the EU — were one reason Yanukovych 
said he reneged on the planned Association Agree- 
ment with Brussels and accepted money from Mos- 
cow instead, inadvertently setting off the revolution 
that ousted him. 

Anders Aslund, an economist with the Washington- 
based Peterson Institute, says any new aid package 
would likely require Kyiv to take politically unpopu- 
lar steps. 

“To shore up the domestic and foreign finances of 
Ukraine means to let the exchange rate fall a bit, prob- 
ably to 10 hryvnia to the dollar,” Aslund says. The Пгуу- 
nia “has gone half that way so far but it needs to go 
further. The other part would be to cut budget deficits 
and that requires, first, decreasing public expenditures 
and, secondly, to abolish harmful enterprise subsidies.” 

Abolishing enterprise subsidies includes reducing 
Kyiv’s heavy subsidy of the price of natural gas to 
Ukrainian homes and industries. 

The IMF calculates that the amount Kyiv paid in 
subsidies was equivalent to about 7.5 percent of the 
country’s GDP in 2012 so that Ukrainians paid a third 
to a fifth for gas compared to their neighbors in the 
Baltics and Poland. Previous Ukrainian governments 
have been loath to reduce the subsidies because the 
cheap gas program is highly popular. 

The question now is whether a new government can 
convince the public to swallow the bitter pill of losing 
subsidies on gas in order to get new loans from the 
ІМЕ and the West. 

Might the IMF and the West ease the loan condi- 
tions for Ukraine? 

The IMF and Western officials will have to balance 
two factors in answering that question. 

International financial institutions want to offer 
support for Kyiv in trying to restoring the country’s 
political and financial stability. And Western govern- 
ments want to support efforts to build democracy in 


Ukraine and bring it closer to the EU. 
Cont. on P. 7 
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Who’s who in Ukraine’s пеуу cabinet 


By Daisy Sindelar 

(RFE/RL)—It’s a tough job, but some- 
body’s got to do it. That was the message as 
Ukraine’s parliament voted to approve a new 
cabinet that takes over a country still rocked 
by separatist clashes and spiraling into eco- 
nomic chaos. 

The country’s acting president, Oleksandr 
Turchynov, referred to the current govern- 
ment as a “doomed” body that would have 
only three-four months to implement radical 
and deeply unpopular reforms. 

Despite vows to create a “unity” govern- 
ment, the current cabinet features primarily 
members of Yulia Tymoshenko’s Batkivsh- 
chyna (Fatherland) party and no members of 
Vitali Klitschko’s UDAR party. 

Prime Minister 

Arseniy Yatsenyuk (39) — Among lead- 
ing members of Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bat- 
kivshchyna (Fatherland) party, formerly 
served as economy and foreign minister. 
Was one of the three main opposition figures 
during Euromaidan, but lost considerable 
public appeal after negotiating comprom- 
ise deal with now-ousted President Viktor 
Yanukovych. Has warned of “extremely 
unpopular” financial steps ahead, and has 
grimly referred to new cabinet members as 
“kamikaze” posts. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 

Vitaliy Yarema (50) — The former chief 
of the Kyiv police force, Yarema became a 
powerful critic of Interior Ministry forces 
during Euromaidan, and has spearheaded in- 
dependent investigations into a number of at- 
tacks on protesters, including that on journal- 
ist Tetyana Chornovol (see below). Yarema, 
who joined the Verkhovna Rada as a Father- 
land lawmaker in 2012, will now oversee the 
defense, interior, and foreign ministries, as 
well as the National Security and Defense 
Council. (The interim president, not parlia- 
ment, must approve the defense and foreign 
posts.) Yatsenyuk has referred to Yarema as 
the No. 2 official in the new government. 
National Security 
& Defense Council Secretary 

Andriy Parubiy (43) — A seasoned pol- 
itician with the Maidan seal of approval, 


Parubiy has served as a lawmaker in the 
Verkhovna Rada since 2007, first for Our 
Ukzaine, then for Fatherland. Served as co- 
ordinator of the Euromaidan’s Samooborona 
self-defense forces, and helped negotiate a 
cease-fire with police following last week’s 
bloodshed. Dmytro Yarosh, the head of the 
nationalist Right Sector, had been offered a 
deputy post on the council, but has not yet 
agreed to the terms. Unlike cabinet minis- 
ters, his post was approved by the interim 
president. 
Foreign Minister 

Andriy Deshchytsya (48) — A career 
diplomat, Deshchytsya has served as ambas- 
sador to Finland and Iceland, and also has 
long-standing ties with neighboring Poland. 
A Lviv native, Deshchytsya received a Ph.D. 
in political science from Canada’s Univer- 
sity of Alberta, and is fluent in Polish, Eng- 
lish, and Russian. Since 2012 has served as 
ambassador at large and the OSCE’s special 
representative on protracted resolution, driv- 
ing Ukraine’s efforts to resolve Moldova’s 
Transdniestrian conflict. 
Defense Minister 
Ihor Tenyukh (55) — Rear admiral and 
former commander of the Ukrainian Navy, 
Tenyukh provoked Russian animosity in 
2008 when he ordered vessels to block the 
entrance of the Russian Navy to the bay of 
Sevastopol during the Russia-Georgia War. 
Two years later, he was dismissed from his 
position by Yanukovych. Tenyukh played an 
active role during the Euromaidan protests, 
calling on members of the armed forces to 
defy “illegal” orders from the authorities. 
Lviv native and member of the nationalist 
Svoboda party. 
Deputy Prime Minister 

Oleksandr Sych (49) — A member of 
parliament from the nationalist Svoboda 
party, Sych has served as the party’s long- 
time ideological chief and the head of its 
regional organizations in Ivano-Frankivsk. 
Has worked as a history professor and has 
authored numerous essays on the history of 
Ukraine’s liberation movement. Co-auth- 
ored a controversial bill proposing to ban 
abortion except in instances of medical need 


Why Ukraine needs Western economic help 


Cont. from P. 6 


But lenders also know that major reforms 
are needed not just to put the country’s econ- 
omy back on track but also to safeguard 
against any new injections of money being 
lost to the corruption, plundering of assets, 
and inefficiency that mark much of Ukraine’s 
economy today. 

“With the previous regime of President 
Yanukovych they definitely needed to have a 
very tough line because firstly, he was a very 
untrustworthy man who likes to play poker,” 
says Amanda Paul, a political analyst at the 
European Policy Center in Brussels. 

“With this new government, when it is 
formed, I guess there is a feeling [in Brus- 
sels] that perhaps they don’t need to be so 
tough but still, at the end of the day, Ukraine 
is inneed of reforms and this money needs to 
go to the right places.” 

Can Western countries afford to bail out 
Ukraine? 

That, too, is a question EU countries and 
the United States will have to answer by 


weighing two factors. 

The first one is their own economic needs 
as they continue to climb out of a tough 
recession that in the United States, is only 
now seeing the government begin to ease 
injections of money into the economy, and 
in Europe, continues to see some EU mem- 
bers states struggling under tough austerity 
regimes. 

But Paul says Western leaders are more 
likely to be moved by the need for a stable 
Ukzaine on the EU’s border and the desire to 
acknowledge the sacrifices Ukrainians have 
made for their dream of a European future. 

“Tn terms of Brussels and the EU leader- 
ship, I would say they probably feel almost 
an obligation to come up with some cash, 
given what our neighbors in Ukraine have 
just been through, people have been dying 
for freedom and, hopefully, for a European 
future,” Paul says. 

“So, if they were to be very stingy and say, 
“Well, we don’t have any money,’ I think this 
would send a very negative signal.” 


US. ‘ready’ to help Ukraine’s economy 


(RFE/RL)—Senior U.S. officials say 
Washington is “ready” to help Ukraine re- 
build its economy after Ukraine’s parliament 
voted to oust President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Fears that Ukraine’s debt-laden economy 
is facing default have sparked panic on the 
international markets — with Ukraine’s bond 
yields rising sharply and its hryvnia currency 
losing a tenth of its value in recent weeks. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew on 
February 23 pledged support, provided the 
next government sets off on a course of eco- 
nomic reforms. 


Lew made the remarks after meeting with 
Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov 
on the sidelines of a G20 summit in Sydney, 
Australia. 

Siluanoy said in Sydney on February 23 
that Russia will decide whether to disburse 
assistance to Ukraine soon after a new gov- 
егатегпі is formed in Kyiv. 

Standard and Poor’s predicted on February 
21 that Ukraine would default on $13 billion 
of debt that is coming due later this year if 
Russia decides te scrap a $15 billion bailout 
plan that Moscow had offered to Yanukovych. 


or documented rape. Has said women have 
the right to not get pregnant, but should do 
so by “leading an orderly life.” 
Deputy Prime Minister 
For European Integration 
Borys Tarasyuk (65) — A seasoned diplo- 
matic official, Tarasyuk spent the early years 
of Ukraine’s independence as ambassador 
to the Benelux countries and Kyiv’s repre- 
sentative in NATO. He went on to work as 
foreign minister under Leonid Kuchma, be- 
fore breaking with Kuchma to work as Vik- 
tor Yushchenko’s foreign-relations adviser 
during his presidential election campaign. 
He was appointed foreign minister a second 
time after the Orange Revolution, and went 
on to serve as a Fatherland lawmaker. He is 
the founder of the Institute for Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation and strongly supports Ukraine’s 
EU and NATO integration. Has already indi- 
cated the government will be ready to sign 
an EU Association Agreement “within a 
week or two.” According to his Facebook 
page, he has rejected the post. 
Health Minister 

Oleh Musiy (48) — As head doctor for 
the Euromaidan medical staff, Musiy comes 
to the post with enormous public support. An 
anesthesiologist and emergency-care spe- 
cialist, Musiy has also received degrees in 
health-care management and organization. 
He has served as the president of the Ukrain- 
ian Medical Association and led a Verkhovna 
Rada advisory board on public-health issues. 
One of the first doctors to initiate and spon- 
sor a code of ethics for Ukrainian doctors. 
Interior Minister 

Arsen Avakov (50) — Baku-born and 
of Armenian origin, Avakov rose through 
the political ranks in Kharkiv, serving as 
regional governor under Yushchenko and 
a high-ranking member of his Our Ukraine 
party. Since 2010 has served as head of the 
regional branch of Fatherland in Kharkiv, 
where he narrowly lost to Hennadiy Kernes 
in mayoral elections the same year. In 2012, 
he faced charges of abuse of office in a case 
some said was politically motivated. He was 
arrested in Italy on an Interpol warrant, but a 
court dropped the charges after he was elect- 
ed to the Verkhovna Rada in October that 
year. Has served as acting interior minister 
since February 22, and has already signed an 
order disbanding the Berkut riot police. 
Finance Minister 

Oleksandr Shlapak (54) — Born in the 
Siberian city of Irkutsk, raised and educated 
in Lviv. Long political career, having alter- 
nately served as economy minister, deputy 
National Bank chairman (where he worked 
alongside Yatsenyuk), treasury chairman, 
and presidential representative in the cab- 
inet of ministers. Shlapak gained notoriety 
in 2011 when he was doused with water 
while testifying against Tymoshenko at the 
Pechersk court. Is considered a close associ- 
ate of Ukrainian banking billionaire Serhiy 
Tihipko. 
Minister Of Social Policy 

Lyudmyla Denysova (53) — Ехрегі- 
enced politician who served as minister of 
labor and social policy under Tymoshenko 
from 2007 to 2010. Born in the Russian 
city of Arkhangelsk, she moved to Crimea 
in the early 1990s, where she rose through 
the ranks of regional government, hold- 
ing a range of economic and treasury posts. 
Served as the region’s legal adviser and 
pension-fund manager. Joined Fatherland in 
2005, won several parliament seats, includ- 
ing in 2012. Was ranked one of Ukraine’s 
most influential women in 2009. 
Justice Minister 
Pavlo Petrenko (34) — A lawyer and 
Fatherland deputy since 2012. Earlier served 
as a deputy in the Kyiv regional council, 
where he worked on the body’s anticorrup- 
tion committee. Has also served as general 
counsel for Ukraine’s State Savings Bank. 
Culture Minister 
Yevhen Nyshchuk (41) — Actor and singer 
who served as unofficial master of ceremon- 
ies at the Euromaidan protests, just as he had 
a decade earlier at Kyiv’s Orange Revolution 
— roles that have earned him the sobriquet 
“Voice of Maidan.” Nyshchuk, who used his 
position to broadcast security instructions 


to protesters during outbreaks of violence, 
also drew numerous musicians to the Mai- 
dan stage, telling one interviewer that while 
the protests should not devolve into an open- 
air concert, “Ukrainians can’t live without 
music, whether in moments of sadness or 
moments of joy.” Has vowed to restore and 
preserve Ukrainian cultural heritage. 
Economic Development & Trade Minister 
Pavlo Sheremeta (42) — The first dean 
of the Kyiv-Mohyla Business School and 
president of the Kyiv School of Econom- 
ics, Sheremeta is considered an expert on 
developing economies and has the unusual 
distinction of having served as a special ad- 
viser to the government of Malaysia. He also 
holds a degree from Emory University in At- 
lanta and graduated from the management- 
development program at Harvard. Frequent- 
ly ranked among Ukraine’s top managers. 
Expressed surprise at being named economy 
minister, but acknowledged need for “new 
faces” in government. Will be key player 
as Ukraine races to push through urgent re- 
forms needed to secure international loans. 
Education & Science Minister 

Serhiy Куує (48) — The rector ої Kyiv- 
Mohyla Academy national university, Kvyt is 
one of Ukraine’s most respected literary critics 
and educators. A determined opponent of his 
predecessor, Dmytro Tabachnyk, whom he ас- 
cused of attempting to limit university auton- 
omy and limiting available seats for potential 
students. His appointment is certain to please 
Ukraine’s politically active student class, 
which had spent years lobbying for Tabachnyk 
to be thrown out of office for pro-Russian, 
“Ukrainophobic” tendencies. 
Youth & Sports Minister 

Dmytro Bulatov (35) — The Automai- 
dan activist whose weeklong disappearance 
and brutal torture at the hands of unidenti- 
fied captors became a pivotal chapter in the 
90-day Euromaidan protests. Opposition 
supporters, including Channel 5 owner Petro 
Poroshenko, kept close watch over Bulatov 
after he survived the ordeal, returning badly 
beaten and near starvation. A Kyiv native 
with three small children, Bulatov returned 
to Ukraine this week after receiving medical 
treatment for injuries that included a partial- 
ly severed ear. 
Fuel & Energy Minister 
Yuriy Prodan (55) — Russian-born Prodan 
returns to the key energy post after serving 
a 2 1/2-year stint under Yulia Tymoshenko, 
during which Ukraine signed the contro- 
versial natural-gas deal with Russia that 
Yanukovych later used to jail Tymoshenko. 
He is not aligned with any political party. 
Prodan, whose career includes stints at the 
monopoly energy suppliers for Kyiv and 
Ukraine, also served as deputy secretary of 
the National Security and Defense Coun- 
cil. His first tasks may include negotiating a 
manageable agreement on Russian gas sup- 
plies and pushing through energy-pricing 
reforms seen as key to the EU Association 
Agreement. 
Anticorruption Bureau Chief 
Tetyana Chornovol (34) — Like Bula- 
tov, an investigative reporter and activist. 
Chornovol survived a horrifying beating at 
the hands of unknown assailants hours after 
publishing an article accusing Interior Minis- 
ter Vitaliy Zakharchenko of mass corruption. 
Her beating added to Euromaidan calls for 
Zakharchenko’s ouster, as well as the need 
to create a specific government post deal- 
ing with corruption issues. She was the first 
journalist to report on Yanukovych’s lavish 
Mezhyhirya estate, in 2006. This is her first 
government post, having unsuccessfully run 
for parliament in 2012. 
Lustration Committee Chief 

Yehor Sobolev (37) — A career journalist 
and Euromaidan commandant credited with 
being one of the protests’ most astute organ- 
izers and strategists. Sobolev, who had rare 
access to Yanukovych during the 2004 Or- 
ange Revolution, urged protesters early on 
to avoid violence at all costs, saying it took 
away their “moral high ground.” His wife, 
Maria Padalka, is a popular TV broadcaster. 
Like the anticorruption bureau, the lustration 
committee is a new post, created at the in- 
sistence of Maidan organizers. 
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Mardi Gras 2014 performers 


PHOTO— DOYLE C. MARKO 


Vinok captures Mardi Gras energy 


(Vinok Worldance)—Vinok 
Worldance held their annual 
“Mardi Gras” Fundraiser on Febru- 
ary 15 in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre. 
The room was transformed into a 
mini “Bourbon Street” through 
the video and graphic displays of 
Arrowseed, and with restaurant 
signs hand-painted by the Cha- 
teau Louis’ own Willy Chow. The 
evening captures the energy of 
New Orleans in many ways. The 
spectacular menu included Sea- 


елаштовують. 


THE 2 200" ANNIVERSARY OF TARAS SHEVCHENKO" 5 BIRTH 


food Gumbo, Chicken Jambalaya, 
Shrimp,Oysters, Stuffed Peppers, 
Crab Cakes, Beignets, Pralines and 
much more. Many guests came 
decked out in masks and boas, and 
others shopped at the “French Mar- 
ket” to pick up a mask and acces- 
sories. There were also plenty of 
beads on hand for everyone. The 
opening street scene also featured 
living statue Matt Danzinger and 
Tarot card reader Robbie Medeiros. 

Artistically the evening was a 
huge success with non-stop en- 
tertainment. Pianist Andrew Reid 
played throughout the evening 
with his Piano Bar stylings and the 
magnificent Jazz band, under the 
direction of Moni Mathew coy- 
ered many old standards. The dan- 
cing began as “street performers” 
hopped on the the cobblestone side- 
walk stage. This included Damian 
Rudiak juggling accompanied by 
Dianne Tebby on the accordion, a 
tap-off between the virtuosi Jason 
Hardwick and Paige Tirs, and Belly 
Dancing by Natasha Mandrusiak 
The dancing embodies the rich cul- 
tural diversity of New Orleans so 
Flamenco was included as a trib- 
ute to the Spanish rule of the city 
danced by Katie Calverley, Taisa 
Marko and Leanne Koziak accom- 
panied by Moni Mathew on guitar. 
A nod to the French-Canadian in- 
fluence (original Cajuns) was done 
through a gigue solo by Francis 
Mayrand, accompanied on fiddle 
by John Calverley and by Stano Gi- 
ertl on cajon. The Afro-American 
heritage and the popularity of voo- 
doo was saluted through a West Af- 
rican dance choreographed by Ma- 
sani St. Rose and Olga Dominguez. 
Another street artist was Vinok’s 
favourite magician Paul Semeniuk 


who wowed the audience with his 
card tricks. 

The highlight of the evening was 
the parade of performers who in 
addition to the aforementioned in- 
cluded dancers Katherine Andrey- 
chuk and Chris Atkins, Don Ross 
on the Clarinet, Joel Gray - Trum- 
pet, Hannah Gray - Tuba, Brad 
Shigeta - Trombone, Tim Rutter - 
Guitar and Dean Pierno - Drums. 
The dancers looked spectacular in 
their make-up masks by Melinda, 
Dean and Taylor McLeod as they 
wound around the room to end with 
a rousing choreography to “When 
the Saints Go Marching In”. Singer 
Elizabeth MacInnis was particular- 
ly seductive and entertaining in this 
number and throughout the even- 
ing. Dance tributes to New Orleans’ 
cultural diversity continued with a 
suite of Cajun dance numbers by 
Leanne Koziak and Doyle Marko, 
Irish Dances from Merv Bell and 
Country Western Dances by Cindy 
Anderson & Richard Tymko. 

The evening was a successful 
fundraiser for Vinok, raising over 
$3000 on the silent auction, and 
also for the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation. Each of the decorated 
bras entered in the “Mardi Bras” 
contest resulted in a $10 donation 
to the CBCF, and this year’s winner 
was Jaynne Carre for her “bird’s 
nest” bra. Audience feedback was 
very positive as many felt this 
Mardi Gras (the fourth since reviv- 
ing it as an annual event) was the 
best ever. “I’m very happy with the 
outcome,” quipped Artistic Direc- 
tor Leanne Koziak. “Everyone had 
a fabulous time - performers and 
patrons alike. It completely cap- 
tured the atmosphere and vibrancy 
of one of my favourite cities.” 


Tabachnyk gets the boot 


(RFE/RL)—As opposition lawmakers in Ukraine continued their purge 
__ of government officials, Feb. 23, one ouster causing particular glee is that 
. of the minister of education and science, Dmytro Tabachnyk. 

Tabachnyk’s sacking, announced February 23 as part of a rapid-fire 
government reshuffle, sparked hundreds of virtual cheers across Ukrain- 
ian social media in what could best be summarized as a collective “good 
riddance.” 

Education ministers aren’t always the first to inflame political passions. 
But in Ukraine, where issues of language, culture, and history are never 
far from the surface, Tabachnyk was seen by many as a front-line enemy 
of Ukrainian national identity. 

Since his appointment in 2010, Tabachnyk had sought to steadily 
erode the role of the Ukrainian language in academic curricula, removing 
Ukrainian proficiency requirements for university applicants and cutting 
back on the hours middle-school pupils spent studying Ukrainian lan- 
guage and history. 
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Bathroom at Yanukovych 5 


Journalists 
out despot’s 


(RFE/RL)—Someone wanted the records to dis- 
appear without a trace under the gray waves of the 
Kyiv Reservoir. Instead, they are ending up on the In- 
ternet for everyone in the world to see. 

When ousted Ukrainian President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych and his entourage were fleeing the lavish presi- 
dential residence at Mezhyhirya, outside of Kyiv, on 
the night of February 21-22, they dumped hundreds of 
documents into the reservoir in an amateurish attempt 
to conceal the information they contain. 

But journalists and scuba divers showed up on the 
scene just hours later and began recovering the soggy 
papers. Some were floating surreally along the edges 
of the water; others were recovered in stuffed file fold- 
ers from the depths. і 

A group of journalists and criminal investigators 
from the post-Yanukovych government has been 
working to dry out the papers and the first 500 have 
now been photographed and placed on a special web- 
site Yanukovychleaks.org for all to see. 

According to the website, the trove includes nearly 
200 folders of documents, although the exact number of 
pages is unknown. The 500 pages posted so far are only 
a small fraction, not more than 2 percent, of the total. 

So far, it appears that the papers mostly tell the sordid 
story of the pompous Mezhyhirya estate itself — how it 
was questionably privatized by murky companies that 
now can likely be traced to Yanukovych and how it was 
remodeled and appointed at great expense. Other docu- 
ments tell similar tales about Yanukovych’s Sukholuche 
hunting lodge and other presidential retreats. 

Many of the records seem to relate to cash payments 
ranging up to millions of dollars. One document from 
September 2010 apparently records the transfer of $12 
million in cash for an unknown purpose. 

According to “Kyiv Post” deputy chief editor Katya 
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rush to fish 
dirty secrets 


Gorchinskaya, who is among those working on the docu- 
ments, Yanukovych emerges “as an ugly man who ran 
both his home and his nation like a medieval fiefdom.” 

There are also “blacklists” of Yanukovych’s an- 
tagonists, including journalists, Femen activists, and 
members of Ukrainian nationalist organizations. 

Journalist and activist Tetyana Chornovol, who mir- 
aculously survived being abducted, beaten, and left 
to die on a freezing January night, was among those 
whose dossier was found at Mezhyhirya. Yanuko- 
vych’s police at the time dismissed the incident as 
“road rage.” 

Kyiv’s Vernadskyy Library has provided special 
hot-air cannons that are used to rescue water-damaged 
documents, and they have been set up in a room in 
one of the presidential estate’s outbuildings. A group 
of archivists who specialize in document restoration 
and preservation have also been working at the scene. 

Journalists, fearing their access to the documents 
could be restricted at any moment, have worked 
around the clock to photograph them. After the papers 
are dried, they will be properly scanned and the im- 
ages placed on the Yanukovychleaks website. 

Project organizers are now promising that all the re- 
cords, without exception, will be made available in the 
next few days. 

Former Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili 
was quoted in “The Guardian” on February 25 as say- 
ing Yanukovych would openly brag about corruption 
and malfeasance in his government at international 
gatherings. At the UN General Assembly in 2011, 
Saakashvili said, Yanukovych talked openly about 
how he “corrupted” top officials and judges. 

“He didn’t care who he was talking to,” Saakashvili 
reportedly said. “The guy did not have any idea about 
morality.” : 


Tymoshenko urges protesters to carry on 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko has urged antigovernment demonstra- 
tors on Kyiv’s Independence Square not to abandon 
their protests, despite moves by parliament to dis- 
miss President Viktor Yanukovych and schedule early 
presidential elections in May. 

Tymoshenko was addressing thousands of protest- 
ers on the evening of February 22 in central Kyiv after 
being released from a prison hospital in the eastern 
city of Kharkiv in a move that was also ordered by 
parliament. 

Speaking from a wheelchair, Tymoshenko said: 
“You are heroes; you are the best of Ukraine.” 

The square has been the center of a three-month pro- 
test movement against Yanukovych, Tymoshenko’s 
chief rival. 

Tymoshenko appeared to emphasize that Yanuko- 
vych and his cohorts should be held to account for 


the events of recent days, in which dozens of antig- 
overnment demonstrators died in clashes with security 
forces. 

“T was sitting in prison thinking that there was no 
bigger happiness than to be born and to live among 
you, because you are the best,” she told the crowd. 
“But now, we have to do a couple of important things. 
First of all, we have to bring Yanukovych and all this 
scum that gathered around him here to the square.” 

Tymoshenko’s release from a prison hospital in 
Kharkiv comes after she he was jailed for seven years 
in 2011 on charges of abuse of power. 

According to a reporter from RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, who was at the scene when Tymoshenko left 
the hospital, she told a crowd of supporters: “Today our 
whole country can see the sun and the sky, because to- 
day the dictatorship fell. And it was not knocked down 
by politicians or diplomats, but by the people.” 


SheveherhoE’ Sf 


A concert of Art Songs based on 
Shevchenko’s poems and the world premiére of 
Oleksandr Jacovchuk’s composition Song of Love, 
a cycle of Shakespearean sonnets 


March 8, 8 pm, New York 
UKRAINIAN INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 


March 11, 8 pm, Cambridge MA 
SWEDENBORG CHAPEL 
April 6, 5 pm, Kyiv 
TCHAIKOVSKY CONSERVATOIRE 


безодні MO Gorexff 


March 15, 7 pm, Edmonton 
WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 
Choral cantatas The Raging Rivers by Mykola Lysenko 
and Testament by Mykhailo Verbytskyj 
March 23, 3 pm, Toronto 
KOERNER HALL 
World premiére of The Dream, 


a newly commissioned work by Bohdana Frolyak 
featuring PAVLO HUNKA and the GRYPHON TRIO 


April 13, 11 am, Kyiv 
PATRIARCHAL CATHEDRAL OF THE 
RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
Kyrylo Stetsenko’s liturgy 


officiated by Patriarch Sviatoslav and 
conducted by PAVLO HUNKA 
followed by 
Taras Shevchenko - From Poetry to Art Song 
featuring the BULAVA CHORUS and students from 
the Royal Northern College of Music, England 


the 


MEDIA SPONSOR 


Visit www. uasp.ca for more information 
and to purchase the CD 


“Taras Shevchenko - From Poetry To Art Song 
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За тиждень 
до погромів 
у Львові 
спецслужби 
нищили 
документи 


Галина Терещук, 
Радіо Свобода, 19.02.2014 

Львів оговтується від погромів у ніч 
на 19-е лютого. Захоплені управління 
обласної міліції та прокуратури, погро- 
ми відбулись в СБУ, приміщенні суду, 
військовій частині, райвідділах міліції 
i міському управлінні, вкрадено зброю 
і випущено підозрюваних зі слідчого 
ізолятора. Спалено кримінальні справи. 
Один із працівників міліції розповів Радіо 
Свобода, що спецслужби за тиждень до 
погромів нищили або ж вивозили важливі 
справи. 

Галицький райвідділ міліції зран- 
ку - вогонь біля приміщення, обгорілі 
і цілком спалені кримінальні справи, 
викинуті крісла і комп'ютери, перекинуті 
міліцейські машини. Вигляд всередині 
не менш жахливий - розтрощені меблі 
у всіх кабінетах, немов пройшов ура- 
ган. Десь никають бомжі, але їх просять 
вийти, як, виявилось у цивільному одязі 
були замасковані кілька працівників 
райвідділу, які наважились прийти 1 
оцінити ситуацію. 

«Треба так вміти, щоб так докеруватися 

у державі. Чому райвідділ став жертвою? 
Мабуть, у людей просто гнів накипів 1 го- 
стро люди з ненавистю реагують на все, 
що стосується держави, виконавчої влади. 
На мою думку, все те, що викинули, треба 
знищити, бо витік службової інформації 
матиме вислід. Невідомо хто може 
ними скористатись, там є свідки, які мо- 
жуть бути наслідки...» - каже працівник 
райвідділу. 
- У Галицькому райвідділі, як і в інших і 
міському управлінні, розбиті кімнати, де 
зберігалась зброя, а це пістолети Макаро- 
ва, пневматична зброя, набої. Все вкра- 
дено. Розгромили і підпалили невідомі 
особи приміщення Франківського суду, 
згоріли всі справи і зникла печатка. 

Ще тиждень тому спецслужби у Львові 
знищили важливі справи, розповів Радіо 
Свобода правоохоронець. 

«Чи це була спецоперація вночі? Ще 
тиждень тому окремі спецслужби, не 
називатиму які з певних міркувань, зни- 
щили справи. В управлінні в окремих 
кабінетах теж. Гадаю, що це була добре 
координована дія вночі», - говорить пра- 
воохоронець. 

Учасник протесту зі зброєю в руках 
в будівлі обласного управління МВС у 
Львові, 18 лютого 2014 року 

Ситуація у місті / неконтрольова- 
на, як і загалом по області, виникають 
стихійні погроми. Міліціонери з міського 
управління виносять техніку і документи, 
які ще вціліли. 

Ніхто не дає гарантій, що не відбудуться 
погроми в інших державних установах, 
зокрема в судах. 

Добровольці, які охороняли 
приміщення обласної прокуратури від 
мародерів, говорили Радіо Свобода про 
те, що вночі відбулись провокації. 

«Це провокації. Ми сюди прийшли вже 
з ранку і виводили молодих людей у ма- 
сках 1 касках, вони говорило «суржиком». 
Це були спеціально організовані погроми 
у Львові», - каже активіст. 

По медичну допомогу після нічних 
погромів у Львові звернулись близько 30 
людей - це активісти і солдати. 


Учасники подорожі до озера Лейк-Луїз 


Незабутня подорож до 
озера Лейк-Луіз 


Одного зимового дня подзвонив теле- 
фон. Це дзвонила до мене директор 
українського драматичного театру « 
Сузір'я» Яніна Виговська і запропонувала 
мені поїздку у гори, на озеро Лейк-Луїіз. Я 
відразу дала згоду, тому що я люблю по- 
дорожувати. 

Подорож для мене -- це свято для 
душі. Раненько 25 січня 2014 року усі 
бажаючі зустрилися біля будинку УНО. 
Під'їжджає вчасно замовлений автобус 
і ми вирушаємо в дорогу. Їдемо. Огля- 
даюся. Хто ж їде? Так це ж жіночки з 
Організації Українок Канади, я їх ба- 
чила в Українському Національному 
Об'єднанні. Всі вони дружні, привітливі 
i як, завжди добрі господині. Вже почи- 
нають всіх пригощати. Лунає сміх, веселі 
жарти. I в автобусі запанувало родинне 
тепло і гарний настрий. Я вперше з ними 
разом, але я відчула, що всі ми тут одна 
дружня велика рідня, яка їде відпочивати. 
А голова УНО, пан Микола Воротиленко, 
як добрий і щирий господар пригощав нас 


солодощами 1 іншими смаколиками. 

Наїджені, з веселим настроєм приїхали 
в Банфф. Тут я побачила красу і силу ка- 
надських Скелястих Гір. Повітря- криш- 
талеве, заряджає тебе здоров'ям 1 пози- 
тивом. На озері Лейк-Луїз подивилися на 
льодяні фігури. Я завжди схиляю голову 
перед тими, хто творить красу. В них є та- 
лант від Бога. 

Але, найбільше за все, мене вразив 
музей інтернованих українців. Я впер- 
ше почула про їхнє нелегке життя, адже 
в Україні про це ніхто не знає. Я відчула 
і перепустила через своє серце їхню 
біль і тугу за рідним краєм і за родиною. 
Приїхавши додому в Едмонтон я склала 
на цю тему вірш. 

P.S.: Я вдячна усім, хто був зі мною поруч, 
я вдячна жіночкам з O.Y.K. А також вдячна 
УНО та організатору цієї поїздки Івану Ли- 
повику. Всім Вам Многія і Благія Літа. 

Людмила Михайловська 
Акторка українського драматичного 
театру Сузір'я" при УНО Едмонтон 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, February 27 - March 12, 27 лютого - 12 березня, 2014 


ФОТО -- МАРКО КОПИНЕЦЬ 


Канада 
— калиновий край. 


Канада.Ти далека, безмежна. 

Чи приймеш мене? Думка одна. 
Покинув дітей я, жінку 1 хату 

Іпоїхав далеко я з рідного краю, 
Взявши з собою лиш солі дві жмені, 
Та торбинку пшениці з рідного поля. 
Довга дорога, моря, океани 

I я вже є тут, на канадській землі. 
Жили в бараках, землянках, копальнях. 
Скрізь дика земля, цілина необроблена, 
Мова чужа, холод, мороз, довга зима 

І тільки надія одна — на повернення. 

А серце болить по рідному краю, 
Плаче і стогне, сльозми обливається, 
Від туги душа на впіл розривається: 
Там свято, дзвони по церквах співають, 
А тут до роботи збираєшся. 

І вденьівночі думка одна: 

Полетів би до дому -- та крила не маю. 
Пустився би морем - - човна я не маю. 
Гроші вже маю — дорогу не знаю. 

Як знайду дорогу — та мови не знаю. 
І так я лишився. Канада — домівка, 
Калиновий край. Проживши літа, 

Я дякую Богу за те, що я тут. 
Пройшовшись по тернях, 

Відкрив я дорогу онукам і дітям, 

Для досягнення інших зірок. 


«Беркутівці» з Рівного каються 
перед земляками 


(Радіо Свобода) -Кожен i3 сорока 
рівненських «беркутівців», які прибули з 
Києва, привселюдно покаявся 21 лютога 
перед земляками за «участь у кривавій 
війні проти власного народу». 

Увечері iq з сценою рівненського 
Євромайдану спільно молилися бійці 
«Правого сектора» і «Беркута». «Правий 
сектор», як 1 обіцяв, прийшов на віче без 
масок. «Беркутівці» були в цивільному. 

Їхній командир, Іван Котяш, зі сльозами 
на очах просив вибачення в рівнян за 
безчинства, яких, як він запевняє, він та 
його хлопці не чинили. Котяш попросив 
у земляків індульгенцію — дозволити 


надалі охороняти правопорядок і спокій 


в області, себто лишитися в лавах 
правоохоронців. 
Люди такого дозволу He дали, 


незважаючи на те, що Котяш і бійці 
запевняли, що He брали в руки 
вогнепальної зброї. Якщо рівненський 
підрозділ стояв «у глибокому тилу», то 
звідки ж тоді серед них семеро поранених, 
запитували громадяни. Лунали вигуки 
«Ганьба!» 1 «На коліна!». 

Лідерам Євромайдану і «Правого сектора» 
ледве вдалося втихомирити людей, які 
заспокоїлися лише після привселюдного 
каяття кожного зі службовців. 


Після завершення віче «беркутівців» 
провели «коридором ганьби». 

Незадовго до того на в'їзді до Рівного 
земляки створили живий «коридор слави», 
зустрічаючи тіло одного з загиблих від 
кулі снайпера на столичному Майдані, 
27-річного | Олександра | Храпаченка. 
Прощання з трьома загиблими рівнянами 
відбудеться в неділю в обласному 
музично-драматичному театрі, де 
працював Олександр. 

Того ж дня у Здолбунівський район 
Рівненщини зі столиці привезли тіло 
«беркутівця», який проживав у селі 
Гільча. 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Rey. Peter Babej, Pastor of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral Parish of St. Josaphat (left) and Rev. Fr. Yuriy 
Suchevan, Pastor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor of St. Andrew (centre), conduct the Memorial Service. 


Edmonton community holds 
special memorial for countrymen 


By Otienna Ellwand and Bill Mah, 
Edmonton Journal February 24, 2014 

Dozens of Ukrainian Canadians (UkrNews: We 
estimate 200) stood in the bitter cold Sunday at 
Edmonton’s Churchill Square, but their thoughts were 
half a world away on Independence Square in Kyiv. 

“Tt is cold but it’s nothing compared to the things 
that happened in Ukraine,” said Katya Rutkovska, 
who moved to Edmonton from Kyiv four years ago. 

She held a photograph of a Ukrainian slain by 
authorities. Р 

“Tt’s the least I can do to stand here. If I was there, 
I would be оп the Maidan as well,” Rutkovska said, 
referring to the tumultuous square in the Ukrainian 
capital where her grandparents have joined the protest 
movement. 

Many in the crowd held Ukrainian flags, candles 
and photographs of the fallen in a rally organized by 
the community to honour protesters kiiled in Ukraine. 
The crowd prayed, sang Ukraine’s national anthem 
and tossed bills into a box to help support the families 
of the dead. 

_ The mood was solemn, with no sign of celebration 
despite the takeover of the capital by protesters, the 
flight of President Viktor Yanukovych and the promise 
of new elections. 

“The purpose of today’s event is to show support 
for the people who died a few days ago when they 
were shot,” said Ivan Lypovyk, of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Edmonton branch. 

“We can’t celebrate yet because all those involved 
in those crimes, they have to be punished.” 

Alberta has more than 300,000 residents of 
Ukrainian descent, including more than 144,000 in 
Edmonton, according to the 2006 census. 

Many of them kept a constant watch as the events 
unfolded in Ukraine 

“Most of us are just living in the Internet and 
Facebook watching what is going on there,” Lypovyk 
said. 

The crowd included Gene Zwozdesky, Speaker of 
the Alberta legislature. 

“Pm here to stand with fellow Canadians of 
Ukrainian extraction who are very concerned with 
the situation in the land of our ancestors and we’re all 
here to pray for its swift resolution and an end to the 
conflict.” 

Across Edmonton over the weekend, the city’s 
Ukrainian diaspora also gathered in churches to 
remember the lives lost in the uprising. 

Parishioners gathered at St. Anthony’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in Callingwood on Sunday, where 
Father Patrick Yamniuk blessed the kolachi, three 
woven loaves of bread, which would later be served 
to members of the congregation. 

“Ukraine has suffered this type of turbulence for 


almost their whole history,” he said. 

“Tt’s full of this type of suppression and oppression 
and so we remembered them today in the memorial.” 

Parishioner Nadia Struzhko, who moved to 
Edmonton in 2003, lived through some of that strife 
and still has friends in Kyiv. 

“One reason (I left) is people had less and less 
power to speak, less opportunity to work,” she said. 
“They wanted to free themselves.” 

Other Ukrainian-Edmontonians are holding vigils 
in front of their television and computer screens 
watching the momentous events in their homeland. 

Olenka Pryshliak watched with a mix of pride, 
worry, sadness and joy. 

“It’s bittersweet,” said the 25-year-old stay-at-home 
mom who has been keeping one eye on her baby boy 
and the other on the laptop tuned to an Espreso TV 
live stream of the momentous events. 

She moved from Lviv, Ukraine, to Canada in 1996 
with her mother but most of her family remains in 
Ukraine. One of her cousins is among the citizens 
standing guard at the parliament. 

“It’s been a flood of emotions,” Pryshliak said. 

“Thirteen men from my city of Lviv were killed 
in Kyiv. It’s not only worry about my family, but 
everybody in Ukraine because we are all the same 
people.” 

After a week that left scores dead, Saturday saw 
Yanukovych flee the capital and denounce what he 
called a political coup. 

Pryshliak looks forward to presidential elections 
expected in May but said the deaths of protesters have 
muted any sense of celebration. 

"І don’t think there is such a thing as excitement 
because of all the loss that we have experienced.” 

She is also worried about the state of the economy in 
the country of 46 million after months of turmoil. “My 
mom just called my auntie and my auntie said they’re 
not paying anybody. My grandmother has no pension. 
Nobody has any money. How is she supposed to feed 
herself and buy her medications?” 

Emil Yereniuk, second vice-president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress National Executive, 
said there is cautious optimism both in Ukraine and in 
Edmonton. 

“T talked to my friend in Kyiv and he was exuberantly 
happy that we got rid of the man but things still have to 
get done and they’re worried about Russia coming in 
possibly and is there going to be a split in the country,” 
Yereniuk said. 

At St. Anthony’s church, parishioner 
Nichiporik fell into the same camp. 

“Being aligned with the European Union doesn’t 
mean you won’t have further corruption,” he said. 
“They need a leader there that can unify the interests 
(of east and west).” 


Harry 
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Armed men seize 
Crimea government HQ 


The United States told Russia to demonstrate in coming days that it 
was sincere about its promise not to intervene in Ukraine, after armed 
men seized the regional parliament in a mainly ethnic Russian region and 
raised the Russian flag, Feb. 27, reports Reuters. 

“We believe that everybody now needs to take a step back and avoid 

any kind of provocations,” Kerry said at a joint news conference with 
German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier. 
The apparent armed siege of the Crimean parliament by unidentified gun- 
men created a bizarre scene: there was no official explanation of who the 
gunmen were, and they issued no demands. Police hardly seemed to treat 
the event as a major security incident. 

The regional parliament even managed to hold a session inside the 

building despite the siege, where it voted to stage a referendum on “sover- 
eignty” for Crimea. 
By the early hours of Feb. 28, police guarding the building would not say 
what had happened to the gunmen or whether they were even still there. 
Russia’s flag still flew from its roof and lights were on in the windows of 
its top floor. 

Oleksander Тигспупоу, Ukraine’s acting president, warned Russia 
not to move personnel beyond areas permitted by treaty for those using 
its naval base: “Any military movements, the more so if they are with 
weapons, beyond the boundaries of this territory will be seen by us as 
military aggression,” he said. 

Russia has repeatedly declared it will defend the interests of its citizens 
in Ukraine, and on Feb. 26 announced war games near the border involv- 
ing 150,000 troops on high alert. Kerry said Lavrov told him the war 
games were pre-planned. 

Although Moscow says it will not intervene by force, its rhetoric since 
the removal of its ally Viktor Yanukovych has echoed the run-up to its 
invasion of Georgia in 2008, when it sent its troops to protect two self- 
declared independent regions and then recognized them as independent 
states. 

Witness accounts suggest those who captured the Crimean parliament 
building in the early hours of Feb. 27 were pro-Russian gunmen of some 
kind. 

“We were building barricades in the night to protect parliament. Then 
this young Russian guy came up with a pistol ... we all lay down, some 
more ran up, there was some shooting and around 50 went in through the — 
window,” Leonid Khazanoy, an ethnic Russian, told Reuters. 

“T asked them what they wanted, and they said ‘To make our own deci- 
sions, not to have Kiev telling us what to do’.” 

Ukraine’s new interior minister, Arsen Avakovy, said the attackers had 
automatic weapons and machine guns. 

The regional prime minister said on Feb. 27 he had spoken to the people 
by telephone, but they had not made any demands or said why they were 
there. They had promised to call him back but had not done so, he said. 

With the siege apparently still under way, the regional parliament met 
in another part of the building and voted to hold its referendum on May 
25, the day Ukraine plans to elect a new president to replace Yanukovych. 
The measure, if passed, would declare Crimea sovereign, with its rela- _ 
tionship to the rest of Ukraine governed by treaty. 

The pro-Russian crowd outside cheered the news. 

“Tn three months we will have a chance to choose our future,” said Yuri 
Lukashev, 58, a carpenter standing in a group of other ethnic Russian men 
outside the building late at night. “We’re celebrating our victory. It’s a 
chance for peace in Crimea, guaranteed by Russia.” 

However, elsewhere there was some anger at the invasion of the 
regional parliament and the flying of the Russian flag. 

Alexander Vostruyey, 60, in a leather cap and white beard, said: “It’s 
disgrace that the flag of a foreign country is flying on our parliament ... 
It’s like a man coming home to find his wife in bed with another man.” 


Turchynov warns of ‘signs of separatism’ 


RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s acting president says he’s concerned about “signs 
of separatism” and threats to Ukraine’s territorial integrity following the 
upheaval that has rocked the country. = 

The comments on February 25 by acting President Oleksandr 
Turchynov follow protests in Crimea, where many residents are pro-Rus- 
sian, against Ukraine’s new authorities following the ouster of Moscow- 
backed President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Both Russia, and Western countries, which backed the opposition 
movement, have warned of the threat of growing instability linked to a 
split between Ukraine’s Western-leaning and Russian-speaking regions. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on February 25 that Mos- 
cow has no intention of interfering in Ukraine’s internal affairs. 

However, later on the same day, a top Russian lawmaker said Russia 
“will not stay aside” if the lives of its compatriots in Ukraine were in 
danger. ; 

Leonid Slutsky, deputy chairman of the Russian Duma’s Foreign Af 
fairs Committee, said the Russian parliament is considering a bill that 
would clear the way for residents of Crimea and other people in Ukraine 
to swiftly obtain Russian citizenship. - 

“This is a very sensitive issue,” he said. “It has to be worked on by a 
number of federal departments. This has to be decided by the highest au- ~ 
thorities in Russia. And, of course, we should understand that if such pro- 
posals are legally approved in Russia, the reaction of Kyiv will be very 
negative. We can’t do anything which could provoke armed response and 
bloodshed, especially against our compatriots.” 

Speaking to activists in Simferopol, the capital of the Crimea region, 
Slutsky said the elected Yanukovych remains Ukraine’s only legitimate _ 
leader. 

Arseniy Yatsenyuk, the chairman of the formerly opposition Batkivsh- 
chyna (Fatherland) faction, urged Moscow not to meddle. He said the 
situation in Crimea is “very complicated.” 
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Хори «Левада» та «Оріон» на фіналі 


ФОТО — - ЛЮБОМИР ТЯЖКИЙ 


Благодійний різдвяний концерт 


Лариса Тепла 

Народ, який не поважає своїх стареньких, позбавле- 
ний пам'яті, а отже, і майбутнього. 

Так сказав Папа Франциск під час ранкової Меси 19 
листопада 2013 року у Домі св. Марти. У своїй проповіді 
Святійший згадав одну історію, яку він чув ще дитиною. 

~ Тероями цієї історії є сім'я: тато, мама, кілька дітей, — i 
старенький дідусь, який уже не міг не вимаститися, коли 
їв. Роздратований батько пояснив дітям, чому дідусь так 
робить, і купив окремий столик, за який садив свого 
постарілого батька. Одного разу, повернувшись додому, 
цей чоловік побачив, що один із його синів стругає щось 
із дерева. На питання «Що ти робиш?» малий відповів, 
що робить столика. «Для тебе, тату, щоб ти сидів за ним 
окремо, коли постарієш, як наш дідусь». 

«Цю корисну історію я запам'ятав на ціле життя, 
— сказав Папа Франциск. — Старенькі - це скарб. У 
Посланні до Євреїв говориться: пам'ятайте наставників 
ваших, які проповідували вам слово Боже 1, дивлячись на 

~ завершення їхнього життя, наслідуйте їхню віру. Пам'ять 
про наших предків провадить нас до наслідування їх у 
вірі. Насправді бо, дуже часто старість видається нам 
негарною, так? Це через хвороби та всього іншого; але 
мудрість, яку мають наші діди, — це спадок, який ми 
повинні прийняти. Народ, який не береже своїх старих, 
народ, який не поважає літніх людей, не має майбутньо- 
го, тому що у нього немає пам'яті — він сам позбавив 
себе пам'яті. Для нас буде корисно подумати про безліч 
стариків, які живуть по домах престарілих, і про ста- 
рих, яких покинули родичі. Ці старі є скарбом цілого 
суспільства», Ці задушевні слова Папи глибоко схви- 
лювали учасників хорів з Торонто «Оріон» та «Левада». 
Мистецький комітет, до якого входять Irop Магега, Ла- 
риса Тепла, Олеся Романко, Василь Ахтимійчук, Дарія 
Броварська, Богданка Пагута, Марійка Прокіпчук, ви- 
ступив з ініціативою організувати благодійний різдвяний 

- концерт на підтримку будівельного фонду пансіонів 
Івана Франка - одних з найстарших і найповажніших 
будинків для старших членів української громади, фун- 
датором яких була блаженна пані Євгенія Пастернак. 


На разі цими пансіонами піклуються виконавчий ди- 
ректор пані Тереня Тонкович та адміністратор будинку 
в Торонто пані Ольга Вовниш, Ці будинки потребують 
розширення, приведення у відповідний стан щодо вимог 
сучасності, щоб їх жителі мали все необхідне для ком- 
фортного проживання. 

I ось 12 січня відбувся цей різдвяний концерт. Мо- 
литву за український народ митрополита Кир Андрея 
Шептицького промовив священик української греко- 
католицької церкви св.Отця Миколая отець Олег Качур. 
Після молитви залунали колядки, щедрівки, різдвяні 
пісні, об'єднуючи серця та душі у любові до новона- 
родженого Богодитяти і приносячи радість справжньо- 
го свята. Разом з класичними творами, старовинними 
колядками, які полюбилися слухачам, виконували 1 
сучасні музичні композиції. Авторами цих композицій є 
талановита учасниця хору «Левада» Богданка Пагута та 
уславлений композитор Зеновій Лавришин. Злагоджено 
і майстерно співали хори «Оріон» 1 «Левада» українські 
колядки та різдвяну пісню по англійськи. Диригент Ігор 
Магега та багатоголосий хор на концерті являли собою 
єдине ціле, здавалося, що під високими дерев'яними 
зводами залу iM підспівують ангели... Дуже ніжно 
виспівував колядку «Рай» камерний ансамбль хору «Ле- 
вада». Учасник хору «Оріон» Василь Ахтимійчук заду- 
шевно віншував всіх присутніх та передав щирі поба- 
жання українцям на Євромайдані. 

Яскравими та незабутніми були виступи учасників 
концерту. Цікавою сценкою розпочали свій виступ гості 
концерту - колектив «Коса» (керівники Оксана Гавриляк 
i Божена Грицина), гарно виконували вони старовинні 
колядки, записані на Рівненщині і Тернопільщині. При- 
красили концерт своїми дзвінкоголосими англійськими 
та німецькими колядками учасники хорового ансамблю 
Royal St. George’s College Boys Choir (керівник Doug 
Jamieson). Дуже приємно, що благодійну акцію хорів 
«Левада» та «Оріон» підтримали сербські побратими 
- хор «Кир Стефан Србин» під керівництвом Ясміни 
Вучурович. Це дуже відомий колектив, який успішно 
виступав у різних куточках Канади та США, Ізраїлю, 


Палестини, Лондона, Стокгольмі та Белграді. Чудово 
виконували вони сербські піснеспіви, а потім разом з 
українськими хорами «Оріон» та «Левада» під дириген- 
турою маестро Ясміни Вучурович прекрасно заспівали 
«Всяческая днесь радости». Велично і божественно 
прозвучала колядка «Бог Предвічний» у виконанні всіх 
учасників концерту під диригуванням маєстро Шора 
Магеги. Чудово супроводжував виступи камерний ор- 
кестр під керівництвом Галини Дзюрин. Оркестровку 


"для оркестру майстерно здійснив тернопільський ком- 


позитор Михайло Віятик. Чудовий спів і музика, які лу- 
нали на концерті, полонили серця слухачів і розчулили 
присутніх до глибини душі. Зі словом подяки звернула- 
ся до присутніх виконавчий директор пансіонів Івана 
Франка пані Тереня Тонкович. 

Учасники хорів «Оріон» та «Левада» разом з запро- 
шеними гостями концерту подарували слухачам дві го- 
дини суцільного задоволення, захоплення, піднесення, 
порадували глядачів віртуозністю виконання пісень та 
інструментальних творів. А після концерту всі присутні 
ще довго не розходилися, бо для них було підготовлене 
прекрасне прийняття. Радість від отриманої насо- 
лоди ще довго звучатиме в їхніх душах, а скарбнич- 
ка будівельного фонду пансіонів Івана Франка попо- 
вниться заробленими ними коштами в сумі 57000.00. 
Хай цей щирий внесок на потреби літніх членів нашої 
української громади буде для них теплим подихом Бо- 
гомладенця Ісуса, а спільна турбота про ближніх ста- 
не для нас усіх одним із правил повсякденного життя. 
Успішне проведення концерту стало можливим завдяки 
допомозі спонсорів - кредитовій спілці «Будучність», 
родинній фундації Ігнатовичів, Caravan Logistics i усім 
іншим, які підтримали це благодійне дійство. Кожен, хто 
побажає, може долучитися до поповнення будівельного 
фонду пансіонів Івана Франка - українських домів для 
старших - і зараз. Згадаймо, що до розряду народних 
давно перейшов чийсь вислів: «Старість — не радість». 
Щось від правди в ньому є, але... Краще повторимо 
вслід за одним з відомих гумористів: «Шануй старість, 
це — твоє майбутнє». 


План Путіна в Україні провалився - екс-радник президента 


(Голос Америки)- -Якою б недосконалою не була угода 
про врегулювання кризи в Україні, головної мети вона до- 
сягла. Ситуація в Україні почала стабілізуватися, а загроза 
військового втручання з боку Росії практично зникла. Так 
вважає колишній радник Путіна, а нині - старший науко- 
вий співробітник Інституту Катона Андрій Ілларіонов: 

«У цілому це звичайно провал політики Путіна на 
українському напрямку. Прямо скажемо - це провал. Це 
провал тому, що не вийшло поки що досягти жодної з 

- тих цілей, які Путін ставив перед собою та своїми ко- 
легами на українському напрямку. Стратегічна задача 
Путіна полягала в тому, щоб взяти під свій контроль або 
всю Україну, або якусь її частину». 

«Просто встановити такий контроль в умовах мир- 
ного часу, в умовах нейтрального чи хоча би просто 

- Некатастрофічного розвитку неможливо. Тому треба 
було спровокувати Україну на кризу, перш за все, — 
економічну. Цим займався Путін та його команда протя- 
гом 2013 року. Потім, по стандартній схемі ця економічна 


криза стала посилюватися зовнішньополітичною кри- 
зою, пов'язаною з Євросоюзом». 

«При досягненні найглибшого ступеня цієї кризи 
вступала би у справу операція по федералізації України. 
У відповідь на заяви керівників регіонів про допомогу з 
боку Росії, можна було, керуючись нібито нападами на 
російськомовних мешканців, росіян, використати більші 
засоби, в першу чергу, - силові. Те, що сталося вчора 
ввечері, вночі та сьогодні зранку, зламало цей план». 

Практично до вчорашньої ночі (21 лютого) в Кремлі 
були переконані, що в Україні все йде за їх планом, 
вважає Ілларіонов: 

«Путін переживає величезне розчарування, Особли- 
во через незапровадження надзвичайного стану вчора 
ввечері в Україні». 

«Вся машина державної пропаганди Росії була вже 
підготовлена, навіть підготували цілу низку телесюжетів 
та публікацій у розрахунку, що буде введений надзви- 
чайний стан». 


«Навіть вийшов в ефір фільм про те, як буде пода- 
влятися фашистський заколот в Україні за допомогою 
надзвичайного стану. Вся ця підготовка - організаційна, 
пропагандистська, дипломатична, військова та Бог знає 
ще яка - вона виявилася непотрібною. Так що Путін 
дуже ображений на українців, які посміли зірвати йому 
таке подвійне свято». 

«Треба ще звинувачувати фінів, які теж завдали 
йому удару, вигравши в гокей на Олімпіаді. Отже ця 
Олімпіада, в яку вбухали стільки грошей, так довго го- 
тували, і під прикриттям якої була підготовлена операція 
в Україні, - ось це все провалилося». 

План Путіна зірвало чимало факторів - тиск Заходу, 
втеча депутатів-регіоналів, перехід частини силовиків 
на бік народу. Але основна причина, яку в Москві не 
змогли передбачити, - це героїзм українського народу. 

«Мені важко знайти адекватні слова, щоб описати 
те, що зробили люди, які стояли на Майдані в останні 3 
місяці і особливо в останні 3-4 дні». 
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Shchedry Vechir celebration a joyous success 


By Lidia M. Wasylyn 

Community events come and go but the traditional 
Ukrainian Shchedry Vechir hosted annually by the Board of 
Director’s of Edmonton’s Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
—lovingly referred to as “the Domivka” — has demonstrat- 
ed amazing staying power. On January 18, 2014, approxi- 
mately 350 people gathered once again to partake in a trad- 
itional meatless Ukrainian dinner as one of the concluding 
events in the Ukrainian Christmas cycle. The evening was 
a sell out. For the past 40 years, the Ukrainian Youth As- 
sociation (SUM), Edmonton Chapter, along with the League 
of Ukrainian Canadians have called the Domivka home and 
have hosted this popular community-wide event. 

This unique annual event has a family-like atmosphere 
bringing together a multi-generational crowd. Many present 
attended this event as children and now come with their own 
children and even grandkids, flanked by Dido and Baba. It is 
a delight to see new immigrant families from Poland, Ukraine, 
Croatia and Bosnia join this celebration and expand the circle 
of families that are united by tradition and faith. 

The evening commenced with the ceremonial arrival of 
the Didukh, carried into the hall by the current President of 
the Board of Directors Ivan Fedyna who, upon positioning 
the Didukh in a place of honour, welcomed everyone. The 
evening’s program was lead by Master of Ceremonies and 
SUM Druzhynnyk Yaroslav Broda, who spoke briefly about 
the significance of Ukrainian customs in our lives. He em- 
phasized the strong spirituality of Ukrainian traditions and 
the relationship between Ukrainian culture and our deeply 


rooted Christian faith. He noted the concerning events that 
recently occurred on the Maidan in Kyiv and expressed hope 
that the Ukrainian Nation will find strength in its Christian 
traditions to forge a better future. 

This Shchedry Vechir was enriched by the presentation of 
two very different Vertep performances. The first involved 
twelve youth members of SUM, the unatstvo, who beauti- 
fully presented a “Shkoliarsky Vertep” depicting traditional 
characters followed by Vinshuvannia. They were joined on 
stage by a large group of sumivtsi who joyfully performed 
several Ukrainian carols. 

Bishop David Motiuk, of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of Edmonton led the opening prayer along with Rey. Anton 
Tarasenko, pastor of St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
and Chaplain of the Edmonton branch of SUM while the 
Vekhovyna Choir under the direction of Orest Soltykevych 
sang Boh Predvichny. This was followed by the distribution 
of Prosfora by the Presidents of the various organizations 
affiliated with the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex. These 
included Ivan Fedyna, Board of Directors of the Ukrain- 
ian Youth Unity Complex, Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, 
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, Edmonton Branch, 
Thor Krys, League of Ukrainian Canadians, Petro Dackiw, 
Seniors Club of Marko Boyeslav, Yaroslav Broda for the 
Edmonton Chapter of the Ukrainian Youth Association and 
Roman Brytan, President of the National Executive of the 
Ukrainian Youth Association. The Verkhovyna Choir, an 
ensemble of the Edmonton Chapter of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association lead the singing of several Ukrainian carols. 


Hefty bowls of kutia were passed around each table to 
start the traditional supper. The tables were adorned with 
mini didukhy made by the children of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association as an art project with guidance from the ladies 
of the League of Ukrainian Canadian Women. 

Honoured guests delivered greetings including Bishop 
David, who provided a pastoral message and recognized the~- 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex and its constituent organiza- 
tions for preserving Ukrainian Christian traditions. Later, Janis 
Sarich, Member of Alberta’s Legislative Assembly for Edmon- 
ton Decore expressed her gratitude to the host organizations 
for working hard to maintain the Ukrainian cultural identity in 
Canada. Sarich is a frequent guest at functions organized by the 
Edmonton’s Ukrainian organizations and an enthusiastic sup- 
porter of our community. She recalled her own great grandpar- 
ents who came to Canada from Ukraine to forge a better life. 

The second, Vertep involving about 25 costumed perform- 
ers ages 4-50 visited from St. Vladimirs Ukrainian Catholic 
parish. This group, under the direction of Dobrodiyka Lidia 
Nikiforuk, presented a poetic-like Vertep along with carols. =— 
It is noteworthy that this group included Ukrainians origin- 
ally from Bosnia, Poland, Croatia, Ukraine and of course, 
Canada. They were a powerful example of how our common 
language and shared traditions unite us. 

The program concluded with Rev. Tarasenko offering the 
second verse of the traditional carol Vo Vefleyemi as a clos- 
ing prayer, noting that we all should pray for the people of 
Ukraine during this time of struggle. 

And so, the tradition continues! 


Prayer and protest converge пп Ukraine 


By Michael Swan, The Catholic Register, February 9, 2014 

Canadians are understandably disturbed that anonymous, 
state-supported thugs can kidnap, beat, mutilate and crucify 
a protest leader in Ukraine, but they should also think of the 
terror faced by ordinary citizens, Ukrainian Catholics told 
The Catholic Register. 

Toronto financial planner Glenn Charanduk, a member of 
Holy Eucharist parish in Toronto, said Ukrainian-Canadians 
are really scared as protests in Ukraine approached the three- 
month mark. “They’re afraid of what’s happening,” Charan- 
duk said. “This brings back memories of Stalin.” 

Foreign Minister John Baird said Canada was “outraged” 
by the kidnapping, crucifixion and abuse suffered by pro- 
tester Dmytro Виіаїоу — опе of more than 30 who have 
disappeared from downtown Kyiv protests. Bulatoy made 
international headlines after he said he was abducted and 
tortured for eight days before being released. “The abduc- 
tion and abuse of pro-democracy activists is a cruel and 
crude attempt to deter peaceful protest through fear,” said 
Baird in a release. 

Canada has barred key Ukrainian government figures from 
entering Canada as the first step in a program of escalating 
sanctions. Baird warned that Canada won’t be distracted by 
the Sochi Winter Olympics. “We will not be taking our eye 
off Ukraine for one moment during the Sochi games,” he 
said. 

In and of themselves, Canadian sanctions don’t mean 
much, Ukrainian News editor Marco Levytsky told The 
Register. “Any act the Canadian government does is really 
symbolic,” said the editor of the bi-weekly that keeps many 
of Canada’s 1.2 million Ukrainian-Canadians in touch with 


their ancestral homeland. 

Ukraine’s powerful oligarchs have few investments or 
bank accounts in Canada or even North America. The hope 
is that Canada can pressure the European Union to impose 
sanctions, Levytsky said. The protests began in Novem- 
ber after Ukraine president Viktor Yanukovych shelved an 
agreement with the European Union to forge a deeper rela- 
tionship with Russia. A stumbling block to EU sanctions is 
that Germany and other EU members rely on Russia for gas 
and oil. 

If the Canadian government, despite being the first to 
recognize Ukrainian independence in 1991, is only a minor 
player in the drama, parishioners at Holy Eucharist know 
God is a much bigger player. Last Sunday’s Divine Liturgy 
ended with a “Prayer for Ukraine.” 

“After many years of underground existence and secular 
control, grant that the Church leaders may continue to pro- 
fess their faith publicly, standing with the people in prayer 
on the streets and squares of the nation. Help your Church 
proclaim to all that indeed: ‘God is with us!”” the congrega- 
tion stood and proclaimed. 

7125 my heritage. It’s my culture. How much I can help, 
though, is hard,” said Marie Natalie. “I can pray. We feel 
sad for them and we hope they’re able to get their independ- 
ence.” 

Ukrainians have consistently looked to the Church for 
support in their struggle for a more transparent, less corrupt 
and less autocratic form of government, reports Ukrainian- 
Canadian Jesuit Fr. David Nazar from Kyiv. 

“Church leaders and religious are on the Maidan (In- 
dependence Square) the way they should be according to 


Church teaching, as odd as that may sound,” Nazar wrote in 
an email. “They are not in front, nor behind. They are con- 
sciously accompanying the people and their prayer includes ~ 
all sides.” 

While the sight of priests among protesters and a tent- 
chapel on the Maidan for prayer and confessions may seem 
odd to Western eyes, it’s exactly what Ukrainians expect, 
Nazar said. “Ukrainian culture has spirituality at its matrix, 
unlike many Western cultures,” said Nazar. “Ukrainian lan- 
guage is peppered with references to God. Holy days on the 
Church calendar are in many instances national holidays... - 
The Church is the most respected institution in the country 
at 73 per cent of the people.” 

Within the Maidan tent-chapel “there have been touching 
stories of conversion — people finding that God cares about 
human struggles, that one need not live in fear. Our own 
(Jesuit) men have been witnesses to such stories,” he said. 
“Tt would be a scandal if the Church were not present with 
the people.” If the Church, particularly the Ukrainian Greek- 
Catholic Church, is going to be at the centre of the protest, it— 
should be no surprise that the Church has become a target. 

“The Catholic Church has been threatened,” said Levyt- 
sky. The government rescinded a threat in early January to 
strip the Ukrainian Catholic Church of its legal status, but 
the official Ukrainian Catholic web site was hacked and 
vandalized by someone from inside Russia, according to | 
Levytsky. In some ways religious freedom is in the hands~ 
of the demonstrators. “Should the government ever regain 
full control, you can expect them to crack down,” Levytsky 
said. “Either the government will fall or, if they manage to 
survive, it’s going to be an even bigger dictatorship.” 
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Left to Right: Rev. Wolodymyr Kouchnir of St Sophia Cathedral; 
Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk, UCC cultural-educational chairperson; 
Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova, president UCC Montreal; historian Prof. 


Roman Serbyn guest speaker. 


UCC Montreal marks 
95th Anniversary of 
“Sviato Sobornosty” 


(UCC Montreal)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) Mont- 
real branch commemorated the 95th anniversary of “Sviato Sobornosty” 
marking the unification of the Eastern Ukrainian National Republic 
and the Western Ukrainian National Republic, was held at St. Sophia 
Cathedral on February 9. A solemn atmosphere pervaded the room, with 
everyone in attendance worried and uneasy about disturbing events un- 
folding on Ukraine’s Maidan (Independence Square), and the people’s 
continued struggle in Kyiv and throughout Ukraine for democracy and 


rule of law. 


The commemoration, marked annually by the Montreal branch, was 
opened by UCC cultural-educational chairperson Bohdann Klecor- 
__Hawryluk, followed by guest speaker, historian Prof. Roman Serbyn. 
Prof. Serbyn provided an overview of the progression of events leading 
to the historic declaration of Ukraine’s unification in 1919. His presenta- 
tion was made very current by describing the present crises in Ukraine, 
touching on lessons to be learned from the past, and reflecting on the 

danger Ukraine faces in losing its sovereignty with President Putin pull- 


ing Ukraine into Russia’s sphere of influence. 


The concluding commemorative program included participation by 
Victoria, Chrystia and Marko Oshchipko; Rev. Wolodymyr Kouchnir; 
Victoria Savchenko, Anna and Yurij Kolevych and Veronica Kolevych, 
with the Ukrainian National Hymn sung at the end. Representatives of 
both the Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholic churches of Mont- 


real were present. 


. The president of the UCC Montreal branch is Zorianna Hrycenko- 

Luhova. The next community event will be held on Sunday, March 9, 
to mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Taras Shevchenko at the 
Ukrainian Youth Centre. The 200th anniversary of Shevchenko com- 
memorations will continue on May 30-31, spearheaded by Roma Kup- 


chinska, Oksana Gerych and Orest Humenny, with the unveiling of a 
Shevchenko monument in Quebec City. 


U of A students run 
solidarity campaign 


(U of A USS)—The Ukrainian Students’ Society at the University of 
Alberta ran a solidarity campaign in support of the Ukrainian protestors 
__ in Ukraine, earlier this month. 

The solidarity week ran from February 3-7 on the University of Alberta 
campus. USS made 250 blue and yellow solidarity ribbons that were 
distributed to the student body in hopes of raising awareness on campus. 

As well USS plastered a public bulletin board on campus with a blue 
and yellow flag that read “my 7 vamy” students were encouraged to take 
a picture by the wall and share it on social media. The campaign saw 
overwhelming support from student body as well as support from the 
international community, people from all over the world have reached 


out to USS asking if they can have solidarity ribbons. 
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Children from Dzherelo on the walkathon through Lviv 


‘“Dzherelo” celebrates 


its 20th birthday 


By Oksana Zakydalsky 


“Dzherelo”—Children’s Rehabilitation Centre in 
Lviv — began in 1993 out of a group called “Nadiya’”’, 
formed by parents of children with cerebral palsy. 
Under the guidance of Zenia Kushpeta, together with a 
few Canadian volunteers, the Centre has evolved into 
an establishment which daily provides educational- 
rehabilitation services for 200 children and youth with 
special needs so that they can develop their potential 


through the streets of Lviv. About 300 “Dzherelo” 


children, together with their families, took part. The 
next phase took place on September 25, 2013 at the 
Opera Theatre with a performance by the national 
Veriovka Choir whose 100 artists came to Lviv to 
take part. All the funds earned from the sale of tickets 
and from sponsors were designated for the programs 
of “Dzherelo”. To mark the anniversary, the mayor of 
Lviv, Andrij Sadovy, awarded the “Gold Medal of the 


and integrate fully into society. Last year “Dzherelo” city of Lviv” to Zenia Kushpeta and Myroslav Nyko- 
layey, the director of the Centre. - 


marked its 20th anniversary. 


During the existence of the Centre, about 2500 
children and youth with special needs — with cere- 


Celebrations the next day included a liturgy at the 
Church of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin led by the 


bral palsy, Down’s syndrome, mentally disabled, or 
with physical disabilities — have benefitted from the 
Centre’s programs which are offered to them, from 
birth to 35 years of age, without cost. The programs 
exist thanks to the support from the city budget and 
donations — from businesses, foundations and indi- 
viduals. A longtime supporter of the Centre have been 
the Friends of “Dzherelo” of Children of Chornobyl 
Canadian Fund in Toronto, the home town of Zenia 
Kushpeta. 

The various events of the 20th anniversary celebra- 
tions began in the spring of 2013 with a walkathon 


Metropolitan of Lviv, Thor Vozniak and sung by the 
Veriovka Choir. Taking part in the celebrations were 
not only Ukrainians but also donors from other coun- 
tries, and friends from other social service groups such 
as “Faith and Light” and “L’ Arche”. 

Marianna Kornylo, information official of the Cen- 
tre, said that the celebrations captured the atmosphere 
of a real birthday party with congratulations, snacks 
and gifts. The program included children’s workshops 
of drawing, music therapy, handicrafts as well as sport 
competitions. All guests received ceramic magnets as 
gifts made by the children of the Centre. 


SJI exhibits Art of Revolution 


(UkrNews)—“The Art of Revo- 
lution: The Political Aesthetics of 
Ukraine’s Euromaidan —a 50-piece 
exhibit of the posters that adorned 
Kyiv’s Independence Square dur- 
ing the early days of the current 
crisis, was held at St John’s Insti- 
tute in Edmonton, Feb. 23. 

Compelling, simple, and evoca- 
tive, these images capture the spirit 
of the moment, inspiring contem- 
plation and action. 

Guest speakers included Dr. 
David Marples (University of Al- 
berta), who gave a summary of the 
events on Maidan to date; Colin 
Babiuk (MacEwan University), 
who explained how new electronic 
communications provides new ау- 
enues for the voice of the people; 
and Wayne Williams (MacEwan 
University) who commented on the 
graphic elements of the posters. 

The exhibit was curated by Dr. 
Bohdan Kordan, Professor, Prairie 
Centre for the Study of Ukrainian 
Heritage, St. Thomas More Col- 
lege, University of Saskatchewan 
who in an earlier preview article by 


Maidan poster: It reads: Fight 
for your freedom! 


Fish Griwkowsky of The Edmon- 
ton Journal noted that he found 
the posters online and then printed 
them for the exhibit 

Slogans in Ukrainian, Russian, 
English and other languages are 
often paired with images of a drop in 
the ocean, meant to express “you are 
not alone” in an Eastern European, 
collective flavour, he explained 


“The Maidan is civil society 
expressing itself; these posters, an 
example of civil society being clear 
about what it wants. The struggle 
is about what they want for them- 
selves and for their children. 

“We see the extraordinary use 
of the talent of graphic designers, 
who clearly see themselves as par- 
ticipants in this whole movement. 
They create these images, use the 
Internet, Dropbox, and say, “Print 
this, use this any way you feel is 
right and necessary.’ Eight and a 
half by 11, they just put some paste 
on the back of it and slap it all over 
the buildings, staple it to plywood, 
what have you. They use it as a 
kind of signal not only to their op- 
ponents, but also to themselves. 
‘I’m here because I stand for the 
innocent, I stand for freedom, for 
choice, for liberty.’ These are the 
kinds of messages that run through 
the posters,” said Dr. Kordan 

Roman Brytan, program direc- 
tor at 101.7 World FM and host of 
the station’s Ukrainian Program, 
served as Master of Ceremonies. 
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Ukraine wins women’s biathlon gold 


Four teammates stood proudly 
behind the Ukraine flag, smiles 
beaming, celebrating their coun- 
try’s first gold medal at the Sochi 
Olympics, Feb. 21, reported The 
Associated Press. 

Parliament paused in the deeply 
divided Ukraine to mark the occa- 
sion. 

After days of deadly anti-govern- 
ment protests, and as government 
and opposition leaders worked on 
a political solution to the months- 
long crisis, the Ukrainian women 
provided some good news with 
their victory in the 4x6-kilometer 
biathlon relay — Ukraine’s first 
Winter Olympics gold medal in 
two decades. 

“Great proof of how sport can 
unite the nation,” Serhiy Bubka, 
the pole vault great and leader of 
the Ukraine Olympic Commit- 
tee, posted on Twitter. “Moments 
after girls won gold Ukrainian 
Parliament stopped discussions 
.... Speaker greeted the team, MPs 
sang national anthem! It is a day 
of crucial decisions in Parliament. 
Hope the power of sport help to 
find unity.” 

"І am very proud,” Bubka said. 
“The girls brought such a fantastic 
success, which really we needed 
today for the Ukrainian people, to 
bring the light, to bring the bright fu- 
ture and to show that Ukraine exists, 
the Ukrainian people together.” 

It was a momentum shifting day 
for Ukraine, with Parliament vot- 
ing to restore the 2004 constitution 
that limits presidential authority, 
clawing back some of the powers 
that President Viktor Yanukovych 
had pushed through after being 
elected in 2010. 

“My country has big problems 
but those are very good results for 
the people in Ukraine,” Volodymyr 
Brynzak, president of Ukraine’s 
biathlon federation and vice- 
president of the national Olympic 
committee, told The Associated 
Press. “Today’s victory in Parlia- 


The womens biathlon team 


ment and now by the team in this 
competition, it is two victories for 
Ukzaine today.” 

Twins Vita and Valia Semerenko 
combined with Juliya Dzhyma and 
Olena Pidhrushna to win the last 
women’s biathlon event at Sochi. 
There were tears, and then there 
were smiles. 

“When I came to the podium I 
cried, and tried to hide it behind the 
skis,” Valj Semerenko said. “It was 
not only my tears, but the tears of 
the whole Ukraine.” 

At a news conference an hour 
after the race, Pidhrushna urged a 
room full of people to stand for a 
minute’s silence in memory of the 
people killed in the protests in Kyiv. 

“We dedicate this victory to the 
whole of Ukraine,” said Pidhrush- 
na. “We concentrated on the race, 
we are professional athletes. De- 
spite everything that’s happening at 


home, we went out to the start line 
with the intent of performing as we 
are able to. We know what we had 
to do, and how.” 

Pidhrushna hoped the victory 
had a unifying influence. 

“Whether it’s Russia or Ukraine, 
all people will be happy for us,” she 
said. “The Olympic Games is a situ- 
ation when all people are united.” 

The biathlon victory was warmly 
welcomed by protesters on Kyiv’s 
Independence Square, known as 
the Maidan, the scene of street bat- 
tles between protesters and police 
earlier in the week. 

“Today, Ukraine is winning in 
politics and sports,” Gleb Vash- 
chuk, a protester on Maidan said. 
“Ukraine is a strong nation that has 
showed to the world how to fight 
and achieve the result.” 

Dozens of people were killed 
and more than 500 injured in con- 


Olympic alpine skier quits Sochi 


Blames Yanukovych for deaths on EuroMaidan 


By Mark Rachkevych, Kyiv Post 

Ukrainian Olympic alpine skier 
Bohdana Matsotska and her father 
posted a message on Facebook, 
Feb. 19 stating that they no longer 
will represent their nation’s team in 
the Sochi Winter Games over the 
bloody events on EuroMaidan and 
blamed President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych for bloodshed. 

Oleg Matsotskyy of Kosiv, 
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, Bogdana 
Matsotska’s father and trainer, 
said the two are “extremely angry 
at President Viktor Yanukovych’s 
latest actions who instead of re- 
solving the conflict through nego- 
tiations (which we had hoped he 
would when we left for Sochi), has 
drenched the last hopes of the na- 


IOC rejects request to wear black armbands 


By Christopher J. Miller, Kyiv Post 

The International Olympic Committee has turned 
down a request from Ukraine’s Olympic team in 
Sochi to wear black armbands in honor those who died 
during clashes between police and protesters in Kyiv 
on Feb, 18-19, according to a statement posted to the 
National Olympic Committee of Ukraine website. 

“The Ukrainian delegation at the Olympic Games 
in Sochi, led by NOC President Serhiy Bubka, sharing 


їй 


Bohdana Matsotska 


tion in blood. 
“Tn solidarity with the fighters on 
the barricades of the Maidan, and 


deep pain over the loss of fellow Ukrainians, asked the 
International Olympic Committee to allow Ukrainian 
athletes to wear black armbands as a sign of mourning 
and expression of sorrow and sympathy,” reads the 
statement. “The IOC reacted to the appeal of the 
Ukrainian delegation, but noted that in accordance 
with the Olympic Charter the request is impossible.” 
“However, the Ukrainian Olympic delegation shares 
the grief and deeply mourns the tragic events,” it adds. 


as a protest against the criminal ac- 
tions made towards the protesters, 
the irresponsibility of the president 
and his lackey government, we 
refuse further performance at the 
Olympic Games in Sochi 2014.” 

Earlier, Ukraine Olympic Com- 
mittee head Serhiy Bubka told 
Channel 5 in Sochi that he was 
“shocked” to hear of the Feb. 18 
deaths after protesters clashed with 
police. 

He conveyed his condolences to 
the bereaved families and called on 
both sides “to return to the discus- 
sion table to preserve our wonder- 
ful country and nation, as well as 
peace on our land. The events (on 
EuroMaidan) troubles and con- 
cers us all.” 


frontations between government 
forces and protesters between Feb- 
ruary and 20. 

“The news has lifted our spirits 
after yesterday’s nightmare,” an- 
other protester, Vasyli Kosholyn- 
ski, said. 


Ukraine wins first 
medal in Sochi 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukrainian 
biathlete Viktoria Semerenko has 
won the first medal for the country 
at the 2014 Winter Olympic Games 
in Sochi, finishing third in the 7.5 
km sprint, Feb. 9. 

Slovakia’s Anastasiya Kuzmina 
took the gold, and Russia’s Olga 
Vilukhina won the bronze. 

Among other Ukrainians, Valia 
Semerenko finished 12th in the 
race, Olena Pidhrushna was 26th, 
and Yulia Dzhyma was 43rd. 

These are not the first Olympic 
Games for the Semerenko sisters, 
but they have not yet won any med- 
als so far. 
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The Kobzar Literary Award 


Shevchenko 
Foundation 


FLACKS, DIANE with TARASIUK, ANDREY & GOY, LUBA [Meany 
Luba, Simply Luba 


Scirocco Drama, J. Gordon Shillingford Publishing Inc., Winnipeg, 2013 


MAY 7- MAY 2 


Luba 
Cox 


MOURE, ERIN 
The Unmemntioable 


House of Anansi Press, Toronto, 2012 


MUCZ, MICHAEL 


Baba’s Kitchen Medicines 
University of Alberta Press, Edmonton 2012 


SAPERGIA, BARBARA 
Blood and Salt 


Coteau Books, Saskatchewan, 2012 


eT сад 


SKRYPUCH, MARSHA 
. Making Bombs for Hitler 


Scholastic Canada Ша., Toronto, 2012 
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